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UENAU
An Island in Swi'tzer1and's
LakeZuri~h
.A Hamlet in tlte Ametican Sta~ ofTex-as
by Ma_r.iha
•Kumin-Jurt
Sw.z
)'s~b<>niA,;J,el'l~nscrave news j'fam their Q{(/. ~ourilry , And t.hiJI
tm;,.e
, f(Je•newscomesJronHJ
sma/1p'lct qf lcitJdn-e'Q,:
San Atttoitif), Tex-

as_..m:a.a tinypiete of Swin,~t:lmzd
l ake raof ii.itht!' frme S~arSfat<!?

U(nau Island is a wonp~rfolly.quiet place: ·t11atbas kept its uoiq_-eoess and unspaiil.tn.(l_turr~
•.witihstand1ngthe:turmoils' qi] iime-. In 965
Emperor Otte. the Great gave the i'Slaod ®d oJher estates, bordering
Lake Zudeb to the B'enedioti.neAbbeyofBin:sledeJn.His wife,.Bmpre s
Ad~lheid, was the. gnm.dchiJlclof R.eginlincde,'the found.er of the U:fnau
chm:clr.We can -assume that the Bmpre· s'prgmpt_edh~r husband l(!)make

thjs donation.
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The dee'd:OJdonation of 965 wirk sig,u.irure
(!..ndseqL

To this day~the precious deed of donation is k:ept in. tne~bhey•s
archives..,Enweror OtJo w.~ {twsigl)ted.H€ add~ many estatesbo11derl:ngLakeZat-ieh to his,donation,th~reby giv:in~ the mo1lks of th'e Abbey,
follllded in 934, a sound financial bas .
For centuries Ufbao wa_..s
also a parlsh. nte pe.op1e fi, m the lak:e;s.hore ~ilhJges 11sedtor.QWo the island in !heir barge&to attend Sunday
riia'ss.Ufnau was tbe center of c ·.gious , well as socia,1ltfe .
As early as the 2"d century A!D, there was a Oallo~Romm:_i
t~mp]e on
the island!.Jne fust ChristiAflchurch was.bum in tb~ 8J11Ce.ntury
. The Swafrom leprosy, retired to Ufoau in
bian dnches.s ~egihlliide. Who SQ'.ffered
930..She paid for the coJistructionof ,a bii~er sacJTed
b.uilMiJig
·(St._:tv,lartm.)
with a gallery1eadmg ~ .tly to her r~id@nc . This allowed lier to 'kee,p
herdistancefrom the cenunanity oHhe failhfu1.In 9.58,Regmlinde passed
away on the island. She was burled-on the grounds ot·the BiruiedelI_l
Abbey.
After th.a 1:iets Monk:~'<!~c h w.asnamed-Ufa.a parisfipriest. During
his. tenure~tb'ecttureh
was enlarged again, and.in 970 the existence of two
churches. on the island was documented for tlre first time.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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St .Martin an:d8t. Pet~,:,ancl'Faul in the sprin-gtim~.

To·e church of St. Peter ·and Paul wtd the oh1)pelof St. Martin){1¢it1)
as· they ~e today, stem fr.om tfu.e 12111Centnry. These two bµilduigs. are
the oldest e:Kamplesof Rrn:ntmesque
arc.rutecturein the i:egion. lf a mag.ic
wand spirited. aw<1yev.erything around the. lake that w;as,erected -aftetthe.
two churche • only these two site would be leit: St. Peter and Pa:ul~nd
St. Martin, llowevei:~.as ii'Ine ·w¢ntoy and the vffiagesgrew bJrger,li il.lSes
of Cfodwe1·ealso built Qn die m.ai:hland.
And the m~therparish of Vfnau
sfow~ylost.itsim_pOttance.
Even so, an old trarliti9n.li:ves on~every year on the s·un· .y that
follows· Peter and Paul Day (endof'J uoe), t11eparish ,of Freiehba~J'J.on
the southern shore ~fthe:lake founded in IJ09, t>r~niz .es a pilgrimage
on b.a,rg~
s to 'tbe i$land. The Isola S;l_Q a an0 her name for Ufnaµ) has

tJfna,u
pilgrimage,
1920,.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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A very
S1J.
ai(}l
oft)~sing,

always been .and s, ·_ :fsvecy much 'Present:in the
ti•O.fl.
_

heartsi •cJil'the popula-

°

Irt the 191 Cenrur}\
.rh'e27..aG¢.-island beeoo:i~ a p.Qpul8!t
d_estin,ati:o for outing.s ·~chable in tbe summeJimonths:tb:riilugb
a regular boat
se.rvice-.A wailk aroand ithe.island.rnvilali-us,spi:ntand csoul.Small wo.ods
ato'Qgthe .s q,i;eW.,end
J1n0sp~cie:s,-ri¢
_h marshlan_cl,
~be~ ·in May :v~ic>us_
Wildorchjcl:S
·blaQm.,tn:d !\inid the n~tt~ring of birds, -~Pws
._grai:eQIItn.e
is1an .
A W¢ll-mamta•ined.vineyar,d;and a visit to the Pete1; and Paul chur0b
- •ctthe St. Nf&rtim
's dt1
·ape1give ffie ¥"&gbe.
impre.sS1QJ1
thartjme bas s.t_obl!l
still on the island. F0r more than a tl~ousand~e.a:rs:the· monks of Ein$i~de1nhave,~arefu1JycultlVtated and .0hedshed , this ·uni.'que gem ~ for~st,
meadow~ a:udY:irteyar.ate ·su_
sta:i,mt}:)Iyana~ed.

In the.s1,mm"e:r

t..alce
m-0.nths,
ZuricH:sfaet
takes .fo n-ri"$ts

t.olh.e .'island.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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The Jlen.~d.iop]jl&
qton:k-s
always· encou11agedbospitalicy,whieh· is·
find food and 'drink rna hearty restaurant. Under
tne lionumtie plane trees of "The; two R:ave~," t;iiredvis1t-0>11S
~n en~·
j~.y l!ischktvU
•s;peti ~fi.h nuggets) wilb a gfoss of 'Winefrom the :islan
v.ilieyar<il... for a moment thev Mn becomeoblivious to rb · mainland's · industrious wodd.

wnyvls"to.rs can

'l:e.xanHamlet:of Ufnau

Thousands oJ:.Qilues~wayfrom o1· El:1Jlope,
is i wonoenuuy qui:-et pla.ce.Loeated north of S.anA.ntomo, il wa:s advertised :fo:i;$ale ~Iii
autUmn2004 . A small plo of land sunk ih the past_,four acre with an
old s:cho.@lhonseand a <J»:cheFage,
illntof}Cned by modern times. ·he
ldrUic est~te dQze_, away for decades. An old woman ba spe ·t het
twiJight years here, alon . Almo all re_m.pjnedas it Was dDting the
middle of theslas.t eemury. N0w -theowner~ w,ante.dto sell the e.state.
Margaret a1fdWal.laceBromley from ·sun Antonio visited.and.Weli'e so
taken by its chann that they decided to but an~ rest01:_ethis. witness. of
the past.

·Ufnau Solwo·l in Tex-®,United S'tates
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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T _e: eftio;bi~hm:enL
lasredJ1ntiltbe beghming ~f 2008. But to:rMat,gai;et~nd Wal.la~e.Bn1mfoy.,questions aros.e:w.eUbefo.re then rlgot after
buying {be est:1\te:
whete did.tbi enchantedpl.ille get its :name?
The -ereati@ndf ~ s~ht>ol ~otflcl be r -s at~ei:l .. In ~ ))[id,;ll_e0f
t1he1 mCi,nt!JJY
. Gemian,.s~g
families,set ij bere in Comal
Collln
_ey
an<!ib:uilt_a sohooL Toe teacher was.·msoprovided witlI a decent place to
s,ra1.The

schoot

was.op.e:ned in 1873~Th

. dhHdren

ofiunrnigr:an.t
.familie~

\'veretauglit ·mGetm,u1
and.Bngljs iJJttil1· 2'-5
,.
But ,where di this name- Ufua.· S'cho0'D-.eome€tom?Margaret
and Wallace searched the Inte.met and found he Fi/f'©
nds.of Ufnan-Js1and
1
. _:_s~lfi~JQ UJ; a , ~ is · dip tlliermae of __o e l~ i'LlQ~ll!ti{ill
Swim 1aod . e q'Q,esuon
, ng i:11 _e air: is:it be.re.
that common r oots
could be found1 Or rath~r m iBertin, w ere an ID:frum
Street runs libr©l\gh
the Moabi distrlc i The BnnrlJey•~interesiwti.l$S'parke •
The·Ber.Jin il 1M11iere
,_
.,hewe~.er _io,cetlilatsti"'¢
.e .-as named
◊Bly, hi! 1908.
that ffimerstreets wer._e
gi"~ ilie name.so:£ anous historical figures Thethe tmmani: Btasmus of Ro erdam I
iR,ef0nn.ator~
Hpldfioh· . .iingli .and
' le
in,, ran~the _µtj'.
penaJK:nigntGlri..cli
-v,an
Hy;tt.ep, bo ppsed away · n lil£n:aais 1au _. Wis is bo.wH1i1tten
, wa.salso
honoted ,f , an Ufnaustwsse.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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,t:'T,D .1\.!

)j,u . ••

u c;; v4

fl:
-~ h.
• .
£;1/,r
,c · •.•.• m
~e:xas

But b'ad.::to th' S'.wisstshm.d. No
:tlJ~µ
.b~(lffl¢ .:JnPFean m.6:re
b ·

the new owJ1-ers
· go .
'.l

©X:aUf~

ss Ufi;L~ J

Aftter·1s-x-eliiingin
:gmijfi~ amatang
. a'l'IYJ;>l)O.Qe s,
.andlWfillaoe.traveled to Switze and · ep emt!.>er
2007.
T-he seareb ij)f c@mmon ro0ts let them w the islan d and jt beeame
a u.11iq11e
ex:p rien~e. not ~mf
y,for e 'tors &~mthe fate ..tint also f r
me,,.the.:tourguide- ' patchedby eiFt-rendsof'(Jfnau IsJ:anclL
Tbat>sunny
d~y---ilad~n with fnf ressions e-&c
banges, of lnfonnatitm a,ndvery many
quesrfall5 p se~s q_uihly.
Th . rUOJloy;relurncclto e~as,an on bo'thstiies o , ~e.J\tlanJie,
the seareh for tile onund'n roots trul),l beg,an.The airchi'ves of the Emsiedeh).Ai0bty .. t se •Md fcQrinfo ation abQut · . eshor s den · bP
haa ~migrate to ,th~ lJ · ,. clStates..A glimmer of'h0pe w:askinaie<iihy the

arohlv:is s strgie:stiont0 c0n'filct the sister Ab~ey.St. Meinradm the C§.S.
State of',Im:ij~a,. Qould,S\y~s_eni£gmnrsfustJl@:ve
full0.we._a,
·tb,_e
Abbey:s
Indianae0n.ne0tio.11
'{JD!if
movedsoutha'Wbi1
.eJ ter? Tli~~etie1:1n Ab!J>ey~s.
arehivist,lFa:tbere,prfan,spent-many b0ms seareloo_g.. . te no avail..
Thiiscommon 0ai1sele'dto friendship , Mw--gm-er
and Wa,llaoeJlru.rnsley i);t. ·'ted th~ir Swi.s_s:
tffun:u.:fije1;1d..s
to the maugumaon,of llb,ere,€utbisbed hamlet. Now 'it w.ts. ou.r tunt. to cross the A~lantic
. ..fyly
·.busl>a.a.cl
F1:edy, president of .the Friends df Ufnan Island .Association, and I flew t0~
San.AJ;ttoJri~.

Over;(he w.~ekend, the BJ1lmley
~s.held an open ~.ionseln 1Jfnri~A
press;release pubfisheclby fue·San Atiit.mia .PastinvJted fo1111er
students.
0£ the Ufuau School ru:idtheir .fam!ilfos fo pamofpafe;.Othe1·inter~sted
pl1fl;ti.es
,,.·eager to leat:n111lt9t'e
abQuttlie forrn~r Oerm}m-E11gll:Sh
pnll!Il
_aey·
school, were eq11m1ly weloomo.
0.n :Saturday and ·Sunday,the bam:ietsuddenly 'buzzedwith visitors.As.
the tolltgi.ud~fr8m:S.wiJz~tland, I tQQ1:
theAtnerfoan-visltl})~
eigh_t:
timeson
&.v.itroaltourto the sr.nallworld -of . al(eZl1.Jiioo.
Withthe help ~f ~foliffi:es
.I
drew a.brief bastory 0f the ~uall rslanaood answ.e.tedmany qµesti.011S<.
.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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Welcmnin.gthe vi-Sitorsin lfJnau·, Texar.
At fast, a sumpmousbarbecuebuffet an~ alpine " Wµrseht Music " the ..-JubileePolka Banc!"-made palat~ salivaJe and beart's beat a bit
fa;ster.The hosts and saYforsof the old Ufnau Schoel received many complimellts rutd heartfelt thanks, and that is thewa~ il should be!
M~r t_he party.,d~y r0ptine-todlc.:~Yerand the qu_esllonsre.rnainea
t
Where is, the link betweenthe·Tex.artschool and the Sw.iss island t(i) be
found? Ulinauls a name:so rare and s0 unique. Tbe.ttemust be -a connection between these locaHties,by tbe same name.
The first mention of Ufnau was febnd in dowment from tbe Monastery, of -St.Gall from 4 under the nmne-Hupinauia-Hupin 1s mead1

ow. T,odaywe-know tbat the · land

as tbeG~lD1aD.Emp,eror's

generous

gift tQ tbe Abbey of Einsiecleln.The Ufa.a S-ehodfbad a generows-donor
as well. Without the land donateelin 18;'72by a certain LudwigM@gelin\
and 1l1e,sti&sequent
:e:m1strn,ction0f a scboolfot the onilarenof German
im.Jnjgwints
· we would ne\fer have .met.But we1 residents of the sh.ore&
of
Lake Zurich·~and the Brum1eys prond owne1;sof an old school in ·Te~ ..
still d@·not khow J'iowtbe school acquirM its unusual name,.
The Search Continues
Con~ts widi PrQf. Leo Sohelhert opened the pages of the ,Swis-s
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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g

Who ot wT,at inspbttl thl's waoden·strd°e
1

Amencm1.Hi,st0rical Review for us ..Fo.rinterested deacendan.tsoi' Swiss
immigrants, this-small Om.aureport may dng a bell.
Was th~ Swiss islartd ◊f UfuaLLreally the .inspiration:f!JI'tl):eT~xan Vfu.au?This ls vecy likely indeed.Behind ii bu:sh-closeto the small
~cboolb.G
use, Fredy. Ki.hni'nd,i'sooyereda rather pfait\1 weatlter-1:ileaten
woodensret'e-a ~plica of the Ufnaochurch, one w.ould say.
Maybe om readerslriI_j
ean gi'yeus.a :clue.Of course,this wouldbe an
·enormous surprise 011 both sides of th~ ~(lantlie.
. Otherwise, pure .chanee
m~y lead us onto the right path. In rufycase . w.e are patient ; w.eare keep,,
mgmrr eye Oll t]aebliJ.]1
.

Thanks]
Ont iliaD,k.s,go to all W:b.o
care .aboutpreservfo.:g ibell)·ow.JJ
b,islo,ry
an_µthe.history af their forefuthers1 l:ilutparticul],ttlyta
·• Margaretu.odWl.\llateBrumley,
wJriosJ!l~ve-0ftirn.es past b.asfueled,this sto;cy-,
,
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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• the archivists of theJ3insiedelnAbbey•'
• the archiv1ist 'I f be Aribabb~y, St. M_eimad'Swissficau Congreg_aflibnof tbe·Btmedie-uae
Order, fudiarra;
Revt w, Prnf.,Leo Schelbert
•thee; , · ors o ·the S-AHS
and D Herbert . Pa:ge
'Ie-Xct:
.Manha Kilmin-iJutt: MaJ<aJurt. Contact ·her-at marthaJcuemin@
bispeed.ch w1r,@ufu3;l!ltx.com
Mot¢ Ulfomatio.n.on the 'isla.nd:www.u_fini
.l1..,ch or www.Id~ster-¢insr~de .eh
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ErnstEngelberg (1909...2010):
Historian .an.dAnti~Nazi Activlst
by Mario J(gsslcr

Tnelife of ED1S:tBugelberg, histQ.riaAand anti.Nazi .aGtivist,s-pamred

over a century .. Bota in Imperial Germany, h~ W.ilne'Ssed
World War t
became a politioal acth-ist during the Weimar Republic, was a r~fug~e during-Nazism, ;and be.came a leaoing historian in CommunistEast
Germany,-,,11.esurvived the collaps.¢of th~ DOR and lived fer two m~rtr
decades
the Federal Republic of ·Oennany.Engelberg ~s itinerat}' iis,
therefore ., not typi:cal fotra profess.er of history in cwentietli~centucy

m

Germany.
B nst. Engelberg was born on April 5 ~ 1909, in Haslaoh, a small
town in the Bla~.k.Forest. His fatheFowned a. p,ri.ntiugstore aru edited
me local sewspaper_ ToeBnge lbeigs were-left-leaning w1thtiesto local
activists whe .once h:adresisted the anti-socialistlaw.s~bat were 1mp~s~d

by,chancelJioIOttt>\IIOJl:
Bismarck.
Engelberg studred la.w~economics, philosophyand mainly ltistory
in F;reit:j'urg.
and Berlin. w. 192.8~ he joine<ffthe· Communist ,Stl):~nf s
Leagwe'fin Whicll be -wassoon elooted as its all-GermanpJiair. In 1929
he became a member of t:he C0mmunist Party of O~Jtn];nJ, th0 KPD.
Am0lilg his teachers were the .&~cialistGustav Mayerand the lef.t-liberal.
H'.ermaruiOrtekelll..UncterMa;¥er' suptrvisi on, Engelbei:g,wrote a dissertation o.a Bjsniarck' ,$ social policy ,as a ,i::esponae
to workinj-class
activities in the 1880.s. Aft~t Hitler's " eizUie ot pow.~I''Wheo Mayer,
as.-aJew and a leftist~was for¢et:1m flee to England,. 1 was On~k~nwho
became Engelbetg's. supervisor. Under-difficult circu.mstanues.,
Engel~
berg. defended his fuesis sooces fully at Berlin Univ:ersit,¥in Febmacy
1934. ].twas. one ef very [ew dissertations:based oa. Marxist methodol·ogy that h.:aii
been defende&uJltle.rNazism; A few months later~Oncken
was , tberefoiie,dismissed from the Um\i~r.sicy.
Just days-·af~r hiS;dissectatiol] exam on :February26!t1934 ~Engellberg was arrested an.ditortured by the .Gestapo.,The Nazi au.thQtities had
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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disc~)Veredhis clandestin political activities. As early as 1933,~he· had
organized the first resistance giroup at Berlin University that included
Communists, Social , Democrats, and indepeJrdent leftists. Engelberg
was convicted for ''h1g-h treasQn ,~ and he spent the next two years in
prison . Released in 1936, he left Germanyfor S.witzetlaud where he bad
friends; the farrnly ,of the form.erprime minister ·of the Bavarian Republic., Kurt Elsner who bad been killed in 1919.
Engelberg was fortunate enoug_hto get a grant from the Geneva
tnstitn;te for Adv:anc
·ed Research that was spotJ.Seredby the League of
Natfons. In G neva, he cooperated with the literary ·sociol0gist Hans

Mayer.and the poHtical sc-ientistsO sjp FJecbtheim and Hans '(later John
H.) Herz. He was also associated with the Institute of Social Research
tbat had been transferred from Frankfurt to Geneva. Its director, Max
Horkheimer, suggested him to do reseawchon German historiography
under Nazism. Engelbe_rgdid so, anci he also wrote several essays on
German e·c_onomy under the. Swastika .and on the relations. between the
German and Frenoh labor movements.
Before Bngelbe:r,g~s
permit for residenc ,e in Sw,itzerlandwas about
to expire, Horkheimer .h.eJp·ed h.im ro obtain a leeturer position at the
Qnj;yersity· of Istanbul. Engelberg went to Turkey learned.the language
quickly,and started teaching, mainly German language ~He also taught
at. the American-sponsored Robert College. Since communist acdvity
was·forbidden in Turkey,,he had only limited chances to work politically . lfowev~r., he was able to publish several .articles under pseudonym
in the Turkish press ,., where :heanticipated the ultimate failure of the
German Wehrmachtwhen it seemed to be..invincible.
Right after the · .end of the Wiat, Rngelberg attempted to. return to
German.y.His requests weredenied several times by the French Military
Go:vemment. He realiijed that be, as a Communist, could continue his
academic research only in East Germany.
In: 1948, be retuned to East Germany~and, after a brief Stint at the
newly-established Teacher's College at Potsda~ he becamepmfessot
for the history of the labor rnQvement.at the University of Leipzig. In

19.53, he was .appointed chair of the histo1foal institute., and,

in1957,

he beeame a Professor of Modern German History. In 1960 , Engelberg
went to Hedin to dlrect the Institute of History at the Academy of Sciences •.In 1974 he retire .d.
While in East Germany , Engelberg Joined a cohort of historians
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that can be classified -as a HRefugee Generation.~1 This group includ,..
ed Alfred Meusel-,,Leo Stern, Jurgen Kuczynski Karl Obermann, and
Han :s Mottek who all had returned ftom exile. Connected to the "reimmigtan~s '' was a group ofhistorians who survived Nazi concentrati0n
camps or · prisons, including Walter Markov and Heinri.eb, Scheel. This
founding gen©ration builtup Marnist hlstorioal sc;holarshipin the GDR "'
Their academic acc<:>mplishments
o.s well as deficits- bur above all their
decis ion to seek , in eastern Germany~ an alternative to the course of
Gemrn.n .hist,ory as it had bee a played out up to. th.at time _,<;ab.not be
considered misolation fFom their fate-.
Engelberg 's historical work must be -seen within the context of
political developments in the divided Gennany during the Cold War.
In the Soviet zone of Germany, anti-Fascist returnees wer,e welcome if
0111,y
at the pnee of adaptation They were indebted~ as some gradually
c~e to realize , to a regim.1twhose practices bad· little to do with the
overly-op.tiniistic exp.ec.t.,ati0ns
that those in exile had envisioneclfor ai
socialist society.
In the eady 1950s, Engelberg's academic career was at ..stak during (he. Soviet campaign against the so-called .Zionists ~1t foists, return -ees :ftom the West , and the members of the early: communist opposition
groups. This campaign was carded over- albeit t0 a lesser extent-Wo
the GDR. It affected Engelberg ,due to his friendly .associationwith Antonin Hasek, the hrethe(-in-law of Rudo!( Slanskj. during his exile in
Switzerland\ It was only at the time when the Stasi files were opened that
Eng~lberg was able to. read the full story of this campaign . He had tema1neduntouched, e~en tbough he attempted in vain to cl~ar the names
of some of those who had been indicted in the Prague Slansky trial. In
th~ end. none of the historians bad to suffer .the fate of Folitburo membeir Paul Merker, who ,,as late,as M~ch 1955, w sentenced through a
secret trial ,. to se ve a p&on tenn. The Party apparatus .~however could
not go too far in 'jpurgbtg" those historians who had returned to Ea_Sterm
Germany. The SED was dependent on the skills the '~re-immigrants '
had ,acquired during th.eh exile, sucb as foreign language ability and
amiliarity wrl:hinternational scholar hip.
Des.pite all the coercion, for Engelberg . and his Bast German colea.g:ues
-, the "General Lln.e",·of the party remained in prinejple -0utside
arty critique, Tlie-y swore , wjthoot giving any critical analysis to the
id.ea; that the working class and 'It$ parti ' were the prominent forces
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss1/10
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it1 socfalist ,society. 'The faith in the ultimat~ superiority of sooialism
united-despite all their underlying differences~the historians with
the SED 1eaders an(l their part¥ apparatus. None of them ended their
connection to the Par_tylJwithout which socialism seemed ll.lilthinkable.
As a historian, Engelberg illterpreted tlte blstorical process as being in
compliance with a Marxist-Leninist understanding of a prbgranunatic
policy directed towards uie s,olutionof social problems. He remained
dev-0tedto Marxian socialism which existed, in the foreseeable future~
in no.ot_hetway than in the Soviet s:ystem.~t that time.,bu.talso later he
maintained the b~lief that even Stalin could not destroy the basic pro-

gr.es_si
ve currency of Marxism .
His anti-Fascist record and scholarly reputation made Engelberg
eligible to becQme the fiirst chair of the iEast German Historical Asso-ciation that br-okeaway.ftom tbe all-German association in 1958. Although this separation was inevitable in the time of the Cold War it

•was fa ilitated by the fact that among those West Germanhistorians;
who attacked their.Communist rivals as mer~ party soldiers.and pseudohistorians, were a great number of former Na2-is.Unlik-e, for example,
Alfred Mellsel, Engtlberg forced the institutional break and poinied .out
that West Ger-manhistorians who had been tainted with Nazism should
not be c0nsicl.eredas partners in a scholarly discourse,.·and he welcomed
the rise of a y0unger generation of West Oerma.n historians who challenged the cQtfservativemainstream of their predecessors.
Since the late 1940,s,En.gelberg's research topics were l9lh century Germany History, the history of Iifilitarism, labor history, and the
tbeQcy and history of his·toriography. Affor his reti:Fement,he wrote ,a
two-volume biography of Otto von Bismarck wh.kb is considered his·
Opus magnum.
ht Engelberg',s understanding, historiography did not merely reflect
v,estedintere~, but functions as a policy--makingintellectual force on
·behalf o:f·differ~ cla:s_ses and social groups. Since Ranke and Syhel, as
he pointed out, historical research done b.ybourgeois soholar--shad been
limited mainly to the rufing strata ~d its decision-making policy. The
centra1 conc~rn of Marxist historiography should, instead 1 include the.
development of l;abgrunionsrmass strikes and the progres.s tlf working
class and socialist parties. a_sweUas the social and cultural dewloptnent
of working people. Engelberg nemonstra.tedthis approach in bis . book
Revolut toniire Politik und Rote Feldpost [Revolutionary Politics and
1
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Red Mili'taryPostaJ Service] that dealt with workers resistance against
the anti-socialist l~gislation under Bismarck.
One ofEngelberg'sroajor topics in bisa:naJy;sjs
was the d'ialeottcof
:vofotionary and rev:olutionacy progress in history. In itwo widely read
:extbooks- Deut1chla11d von };849 bis 1871 (1'959)·and Deutirchland
van 1871 bis 1897 (196.5)(and anumber of'other books ,and pamphlets)
-Engelberg pointed out that the rise and decvelomen of foclustrial
e!apitalisrn.was a major revolutionary progres-s~But sfoce the German
bourgeoisie did no take the lead in the struggle for p0HrlcalWiffication
of the country, the creati'on of a nation-state co.uldbe realized (:}ruyby
a ~ revolution from above." Bismarck s way of nnificatiou through dynastic wars pteserv.ed the power of the old ruling cl,as·s, the landlordg,
even though they were to become inct¢asingl capitalist. B~tsmarck
safeguarded their interests in coalition with the industrial bourgeoisJe
and against the ri mglabor movement.
In the 1970s, Engelberg, together witf.iyounger colleagues, suGb
as Walter Schmidt, h1itiated a discussion about ~'Erbe und Txaditton iii
der deuts,chen Gesohichte [Legacy and Tradition in German History].'~
It provided th~ precondition for opening the whole oi Gecman history
as a legitimate· fie'td qf te~earob, while te.c-qgoizingthat only selective
elements ,of the historfoal legacy were considered p.osil:ive..The idell was
that an advanced socialist srniiety .should be mature enoughto tackle the
more .controversjal and negative aspe¢ts.:c,fGerman !history.All in all,
thlislaid the foundation for -abFoader appr.oach, irtc1udin.gthe recognition of the pivotal role of 'Great M~Din history.
It was in this context 'that Brnst Engelberg published his two-vol~
u:rne· biography of Otto von Bismarck.. ' "'s fir.st volume ca.me out in
1985~and th€ second in 1990. twas the result of almost two decades
of research. Th¢ work was publlsbed . imultaneously in East and West
Oeonany. Its first volume came out in 1.985 and caused a sensation
. in
the West. In the DDR, howe~er, it did uot come ·as-a.major surprise. The
rediscovecy of Frederick the Second ( who was named "the Great'' in
an interview that Erich Honecket ~ve to Western jo.urnaliSt:S),the oe1ebration of the·300 th a.nniv€WSary
of the Edict of Potsdam (when Prussia
offered asylum to the Buguenots), and the celeb.(ati0n of Martin Lu.ther (and nQt of Thomas Miintzer alone, as a great forb~m;eFof Gennan
nationhood), all pa.red the way for a subsi~ntial biogr.aphy ef he lto11
8

Chancellor .
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Most critics in Eas t airGlWe.st Germany considered Engelberg ;.s
irrs:tvolum_e of bi"SBismare.k a masterlr wd.ttenwork. RucloilfAugstein
!in Der $pieg,d at@ Rolf Hochhu.th in r.Ue.Zeit were pa.vticuJadJ im-·
p_ressed,B:ngeihergsaw B iis~ck as a feudal lane.lard 'but with a sense
1

1

of tcealism·amdoutstanding intellectual -t}lpability
: He·als'Oportra,yed him
as -a 1noo.Qf~'fle-sh and blood.;~The bi<>;gtaph~f~¢,t1S~d
on Bismarck as
-an imfividual aaalyz1nghow his political views w~re molded ey bis
enwonmenL Engelbe_rg Judged Bismatck carefully and rudnot present
a black--amt:l-w
ihite pictur.e. He also1l'eldtfte samehigh standard in the
sec.ond vQlumethat wa:spublished right after the fall of the Wall.
The fall 0f the·Hedin Walland the option of manyBast G~nnar1s for
a q_uiok unification w·th Wes-tGen.nan~ ended communist rule and not
ju_stin tbe GDR ..The East German state 1tself an4its politi:cal ·eulture_,
including its hlstIDriograph-yceasedte exist-Within a fewro0nth~, the
~orlcdthat East German e()mmubi_stts
lradcreated .all but vruiished . 'Thdr
~alues we~ now marginafued in the Fede1:~Republic, and the antifascist tti0:gr1tphis @fthe found0.r..c"8~neration
of .the GDR CQrtunanded
little trespeot1in the p -1.iijcalmamstream~
Toe end of the 'Ba-s1i
German state compelledB:ngelberg,:as a slll'...
yj in'i!.figure of its fiistoriogwpby, te reflect .o:n the -old Connnunist's
respous1bffi\;y for .the fai ure. of this state. With@uthesitation, lJe recognbiecl.bis pefS@nal·r~spon.~ibility for a blatantly. tepressiv.e s}"&t~tn,
to Which the: people bad turned their backs. He bad b6Gomeincveas:ingly crit.:tcal\ti&.a.,vis_the EastGennan leadewhlp·±n.the late 19·80s and
openly dem:-aod~d,
the rehabilitation of' be victm:is·of Stalitrlsm,,
and:he
sm when almostevery;oodydespi~@dit.
stiUremain:edloyal to :Canunun.i
E:ngelll~rg remained a member of the Party of Democrati.c Socialis~
the-reformed suq.eetsor oft-he old SED. He came to the c0n;e;Jusionthat
hist0riams,especially Matxists., who supported
the -policy Qf East O~rman l~aders untilthe very end had worked,u1ttmately,against their own
1

1

tnterests -as tesearchers. He also acknowledged tnat Manist histonans

had tended to ove,re$thn.atethe:roll of the mass popnlatiGn and Qie fac...
tors. of material lifo as die prhn.a.ryand deciding for€es in tbe process
.of histt>ry
, .But he emphasfaed that the•warks ·of East Getman historians
1had challenged the scope of West German hlistoriaHS,who w.ete graduall1 taking up the same problems With which East German rustotians
wer:e corrcemed-that was particularly true fur Erm.stEngelberg's own
research~
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Most of Engelberg's dis~iples- -many of them renowned historl•
ans in their own right-were dismissed rr.<:)IIitheir posts in purges eFthe
~clean-up." of German universities fuatfoilowed the unification of Oe.r1

many. Officially retired long since, he aould only protest, even though
he knew that this would have no effect. His prestige as a scholar~ his po ..
litical past, and the fact that he was no longet a competitor in academic
rivalries pt~ented him from beingtargeted in the campaign againsJthe
rem.in.dingDDR scholars. In fact, some of those We$t (and Ha&t)German historians who had a· sense of iair.ttess attended th.e conferences
that the Leibniz. SozJetat (the successor of the now defunct Easi German Academy) otgani~d on the occasfon of Engelberg's 90th,and 100 th
bJrthdays. At the time, of his death <:>a
December 1&~2010, at the age of
10 l ~ ·Ernst Engelberg was Germany"s oldest scholar. He was also one
of the last veteran.ComtttMinistlS
who had partlcipated in the struggles of
the twentieth century. His biograpby is paradigmatic for a century of
catastrophe .s-a:nd an extraordina:ryca~e for our tim.~s~whioh :will be
j

faced wi~hits own cat~.sttophes,oataclysms, and e-xtremes.
Ernst Engelberg's main works: Revolutiontire Politik ·u,ut Rote
FeldJ}ost(1959), . Deutsc:hJandvon 1849 bis lt171 (1959)· . Deuts.chland
von J 871 bfa 1897 ( l 965)'; Dte P.ariserKommune 1871 (1971); Th.eerie,
ErnpiJfeund'Methode in der Qeschiohtswiss,m_schaft(1980); Bismarck,
zum Reichsgriinder (1985'); Bismarck, Vol. 2_.
Vol...l: Vom Utpreuss-e:m
9as Reich in der Mi:tte-Europas_(1990); Die Deutsched: Woher wir
':onzmen(2009); Die Bismarcks: Eine preussisehe Familiensaga vom
'vfirtelalterbis heute (2010" wjth Achim BngelbeJjg).
On E.mstEngelberg: Evolulion una,Revolutionin der Weltge.schich
e, Festschrf , ed. by Horst Bartel et"al. ~ 2 Vols.(1976); Da lange 19.
rahrhundert. Pers01um-Erei:.gnisse
.,lde ~umwalzungen, F'estsch,-ift,
id. by Wolfgang K 1ttler, 2 vols. (1999); Mario K.essler,Exilerfahrung
ii Wissenschaft urut Pol.itik:
-Remigrien.e Histo.rikeriti ·derfrurltenDDR·
tO0I);Achim Engelberg, Wer verloren hat, ka:mpfe(2007).

- PrQj.Dr;Mario Kess{~r
Zeniruntfat Zeithi,stor-ische
Ft>rJchun.g,
.Potsdam (Germ.arty)
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Graven IIDages,Amish Aes~et ics,
and the '~rniat ive Li.e·,.,
by Laura Fair~Seh11lz

"C
·.
. -. an· l take your picmrel"

The answer vas i0JJviouss,but it was
plumb opp0rtt.milj - to ob&t&rW!how the .questionwould he-r-eceived.
Mr.. YfJaer
ttterely replied,.tlispla;yinga typical,pasntre-o/ lrurnflttyp11actitce:/J
-ar,i0,rg the Amish {head 9Jfghtly.bowed but c'<Jck.ed
sideways
ta maintain eye coh.ttw1J:". ,. ; we wouldtn't apprettiale n.at,.." There
was ti0thin.g angry in kis vfJice.deooundn:gthe !'worldluwss1) of the
que:s#on/ but a soft, r:eliea;.,s.ed
~0:ntlpurpoetful Jane,.Perhaps thi;s.was
.tJueto the warm association wi'lh the· -auth0t ()vet se1V;erai
ye.ars,as a
euslome {ot hJsfpmtly If walnut-pies,chickeus)andveg~mbllls..Bat gi-ven
tha· the p0tenfial enct.oaeh,.,
a

fl:!~nT
0} In)! Fequest Wa8 '0/
this ·world" -from w,h.ich

tlre Amish ar.e dtttijully·
"separa te" -his re_plywas
~omethiizgofa.11elief.Witat,eve-rothl&rissue$,.tJte·query

.repr -sent,e.d, it inv.otve:d
pQ·
art imtenti-aJly
, en-gravin,8
age of tttt MiS:h :manwho
believeshe is:_creared:in the
image 0f God ~ P.Jwtography itsef,fis ne,t]ust another.

Amis:hbll$ket·iblil s.'hado-w~
-with reaching
'mind.

1 JJranb t(!) Karen Johnson-Weiner for her insights into tbe tQ.qcµi
New fork Arnlsh
·cemmunities. For an ex~ent OY<MVieW see1 KiaJien
Jelin:son-Weiner,New "f'or-k
Amish:
Life tn the Plmrt 'Communities of !lie Empfre Sta/-4(ltbslca: Cotn1'UUniv-etsit;yPr~s,

20IO)~
2
For the purpos es of this ~ssay:"'gpd"'wi'll refer to a generic concept;-''Godt-'
will refer fo (be Hebrew entity; and GOD will refer t-0~heauthor'~ unders~ding of the

h uman hnper~ve.
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remi,tuler of the pre'Sence of the "'English, (among which isl1P1dsof
Amish culturt-IJn essentially Swiss jmpoJ1~jloat), i.t is the means of
reproducing and thus edl/icin something sa red, and it is a matter of

particular religiouf apprehension. To make a photogr(lpnic oopy 0/the
''fie-sh~~
that ts created in God'$ ifnage is ti create a spiritual{v descending trajectory, to wtden a distmu:.~.3

AmishAesthetics
Ped1aps the idea 0€ " misb aesthetics-'' i.Ssomething of an nxynoron. In Wes.tern Culture there remains 1a lingertng 1 reflexive division
,etween high and low arts: the former being the grand paintings and
oulptures one associates with museums, (;hurches, and palace-s1 and
ae latter being folk-art items that fluidly ansm:i_grate
the definition of
}ractical and deco~ative. Unlike most other aclherents to the Biblical
prohibition against "graven images,·~ the Amish, as a culture, have de~
veloped no apparent use for ''art 0 -in the ,ihigh' sense ·. Within.all three
of the Abrahru.nic religions, J ndaism, Christianity
\ and Islanir vastly differing sub-cultures have nevertheless created both b.igh and low art, plying ex.piiessi~e possibilities in keeping with their r~interpretaruons of
the strictnte agaiost.depioting Ged ,andHy extensicm the human bod1 as
"CJ:eated" .inIDs image. Desp ite divergent histories, they have listed toward r~tnarkably similar·possibililLie&
at one time or ,another,,jnc1udmg
geometric patterning, incorporatioa of natute motifs~ the development
of calligraphy, 4 illusrrated texts ~and, among those that rationalize some
d~gree of rnpresentatton ., symbolism. Related to art the Amish are associated with producing folk, or Hfow-art'' craftwork for sale. However
they have developed an aesthetic and peculiar art . form,.involving a fat~
e.ral manifestation outside 0f a "]ow' ··or ~'high'' expression ,that is a very
integral ijild protracted visualization of identity and profound meaning.

3

Interview by the author with Mt. Andrew Yoder. Hwy 1lB Potsdam, N'ew Xor~
September 2011.
4

Lertedng wasa, vitaloptioA for m1stlc and .rel!igioos
, ex:pressipn~nd appearetl

~nioug the arts of the Jews,.Christians,an
uslims ~1th.in i_ilumu(ated maouscrl:pls~
.
The art of illuminative w riting even per~i ed mthe acts oft:he Pe.nnsylv.ania
Oermans, a
.igroup'"related to·the Amish. ,See Henry e. Me~r: 'Tbe Sutv ·:v.alof ·tae Medt~yal Art
1
Q{ illumina.tion Writing amo:ngPennsylManiaGe.rmans.' ~vie,w of :ProceJ!.din:g8
oftfce
American Philo~ophical Society Vol, 3"(t No. 156 (Dec. 1891)':424.-433.
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Hattdshadowin
an Amish ba~ket.

Among the womanly arts, there are Amish quilts and garmentswnicb patterns are somethingof a default- bec.aus.e they derive from sty.les
tha were fairly unive1;salin rural North Atnerica, at least .century ago. In5
deed1Amish quilts represent.' -the model of [fheJNorthernregional form.'~
The1e is also the much sou.ght after Amish furniture/ which ·tihe men
design and hew as '·plain" (their word) and is receiv..edby the outside
world as "minimal .'~" In any djsa ssiQnof aesthetics and design, "minima]" in fhe Western vernacular has become synonymous with ' weJ1des1gnedt having ''unified elements} ,and an ~'eeonomy" of select ed
feam_re~-w ith non-,essendal elements omitted. In terms of traditional
·tarts "'' tli.1isseems to be the farthest extent that the Amish will allow
j ·Hency ·a. Glassie. Pattern..in. the Material Folk.Culu,re of the Bastern Onited
States (Philadelphia: Uruversi'ty of Pennsylvmtia Press., 1908), as qtlOted in Yvonne J .
.Milspaw,"Regional S~le fo Quilt Design.'-' The Journal of Amedcan Folklore. Vol.
110; 1'fp,
438 A,Uturnn, 1997), 389. http://www:jstpr.org/ rable/541664 .
6 Jihernarket :for':Ami~ furruture·~ :and ..Amish quality")'.ha
,s spawnedan additional
njcbe for pieces in the mru:ketp'lao~tb,a,tare arguably neithet. For an ex:cellent QYerviiew
of how tb~••gra.vennature' of replication leads to comm_odificationof art, ee chapter 5
Gf: JohnBerger , W~s .oJSe.eing (L.oodomPenguin Group 1972) .
'7'The evolution of 'Amis h Design in wood has ev:olted to omit un~sential

de.cor.ation and the gµiding ptfacip:le of •'plainness~' has a11owedfor unpopular designs
to be selected against in favor ofcfesigns tb~f sell well.
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venture into the JfeaiJmof ti:ne~art<iesign.8 The typi;S:of

aprons sold t(} tt}e noru-Amish tend to use the same geoJnetriu, piec .edt~gefber · arrangements, as used in tbek qµ ilts, and these g.~ometfiei;
,,,
design o.ptions risk no off¢n·ce of graveni~g a iepresentationaJ iln~ge
TI1efabric u ed teilds toward uo-paJrtet,nedc0lored ~loth while what
the Amish wear tb~ins: lves is patend~ eitatkblue or bla~k, and gener-

ally without deoora:ti·oa (ex·~ept for a m.inlmJ.finof thin ruffles, rims,
seams, ·or 1pu,ekers)..
Many Amiisb fabric crafts: and furniture have -commandedcon...
sideraJjle outsider'' respect -andco:nsume.rckm.amil
_,using the.i.tlio:rited
range of el.eme:n
t s 1n an artlstic ,way andJbr generallyappealing fo . ·
style. H@wevti:i like the·Anrlsb avoidanc,eof a.ll i11uta rndimen ,acy
education , 1~e 0111t'ivarionof tcart for its o:wn sake',; b ·ertainly 110t
within the. breadth of eir ~aesthetic." When speaking ef Amjsb-quilt
design, fbe ·critic Robert I{llghes attempted to laud it'"·by del~gitimizi:ng the tradition-al denigration inherent between the tenm "f0llt' or
c,low arts' and ~h1gbt' arts. He also did thi;s being co_n.sciously aware
that folk a.tits ha ve beeJJan hlstoricaily female enterptisl h witli1the
,cbigh arts.'' being a maile prlvi~~e -. He said ''how a:bsurdthe on ee jea l...
(l)Us
l y gnarided hierart-hi.Ga.J
dbtmctions between ~fo1k'aad 'high' art
9
can b·e.'b The wording ). bo.weve.r
_,is unfortunate,, as the .A:mish
lstrenu.ousty object t0 Hhighnes~~' in worldly pur.stl!its,lmding it sinful. When
speaking of Qiefollies of theu;:fello:wAnahap.tbt bx:eth.renwho leave
tne Amisb £or mote·liberal congregations,the Amish ~e a:ptto say thiat
they ha.ve ~~gone high H 10 As none are. high but God, wile» -~:'m&o
~, aspire
to '~highn~ss / the~ a.c.ecouuniJ.tinga orlme akin to th1?,lnlild~ of the
1

1

1

1

Wiili admimtion, conteniporary guilt m~e(ts Becky, Goldsmlth an{l Linda
tenkms ,alJpro.ad1the topic offwhat mn~vattansma:,il'lav~9ecQtredamong the Ami '$h
if 'fl1e;y
had allowed thems~Jv~ greater te.ehno'logicalllbmes , sueh a,sappfiqu.e. ·etiber
than slicking .ngidly to ttacli,tfo»Jtl,sti.fo'hedplecework'..Becky Gold.smith -~d Linda
Jeri..k.
ins, Attu:sh-lnspir.ed
Qailts:.'Jhuitiion • Ytl.
h a Piec.e(i) 'Ca¾,e'-I'l:iilst
(Ce'nccmt.
f Calif.;
'C&T Pnl>
Ushing~2005)'"
9
Rob:eJ;tH~bes ref emng i(J
f -t.
ti~ Es-p-ritCo1lec
tion ()J:Quilts dfsplayed ht San
Franpiseo~designed anc1stjtched b¥ l>ennsy~ Mi'aAnu:sbwomen, Qf187-0-1950,TheAT(
of the QmYt(New York: Knollf. r990)tm.J.
wo.du.o
HoQ.
!OLeo'D.refdger "Tlre Anabap~ t ldentifiaatian Lacl~~r:Pl3Di-UrbaineContinuity
in Qi e.rsiti t' Mennonit~ Qllllft eKlJ!R.evi"e 51 (1971): 218-29l, in David WeaverZerch.e,r,'Tqning ~e Amish t~lW,f}rly,
Meunonites and (he Ani.ishColMe. l\:fatk~t, 19.S0~
1975.'' Church lJistQry.~
VoL68, J.)qo
. l Marin l 99-9~'92,,note l S.
8
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ac~ur$ed Biblicltl To er of Babel, who sc>lighttodraw nigh to the heavens, via ·earthy means., human vani y, anti p:oosurnpiuousness.
To the Amish t'.he~'high arts" mn paralle1 to the abstractiQns of intelle tual "work an higher education. 1t is far.from the "real" o.r agrarian labor tlta di:Eectl engages the soil of God~screation: their mandate
is a,s stewards of these ,·'Cteations~;,They believe in the bigbnes·s of God s
act of oreativicy Therefore this kind of farm labor sanctifies the worker
by a~~;odation.Ur.battizationis worldly and antitheticaL By attempting
to c.<i>mp
· • ent Amish women's work\ Hughes ·otentiaAymisrepresents
1

.the.asplirationsof the whole group, misunde£standingwho, andwhere,tbe
Arrlish aspire. to be. In seeking to be "high," one seeks to counterfeit the
gl()ry of God~That goal is, in essence, symbolic of grav:ening an image:
the stealing or supplanting of glory that ·should be afforded to their God.
While a gender imbalanoo exists in Amish society, and potentially
~e; ju tbe value of Amish crafts (extended from who makes them), the
aspiration to being shnple "~:folk"is, in.principle, mo:t,e in keep~g with
their values than gamerln_gfue accolades of the s:elf-exalted (high) artworld. In bis .choice of words, naturally Hughes i&speaking to the non.Anri$.baudience
, when attempting to dismantle the traditional Western
bias regarding high and I-owart.

Mridang:•Shunning theWorld
The Amish have theh:root:$:in the ProtestantReformationof Europe,

throu:gh the Anabap~ts (the Swiss Brethren) ~In sixteenth-centQryZurieh,
they stood mopposition to religfous "errors'' that reflected the ''fallen na-

ture" of tbe wotld,which they believed was also marring existing Christianity. In the. Netherlands,a similar group a:roseknown as .the ~naonites.,
taking their name from Menno Simons, a foimer Roman Catholiiepriest
(b..,1496). Se.eking.
greaterreligious discipline, a Mennonite named Jalkob
ArnmanPin 1693-1697_,went on a vigorouscampai'gn
in Swjtzerlandand
11

There are two possible origins for the name Amish: th.efollowers ofAmman were
known a.s..a.111.ma.nsob.'1
later prenmmcedAmish.andL-0r
perhapsthe name derives from
distinguisHir,ig
themselves horn the Mennonites-the Menis_ts-Qallingth~P.1,Selves
inst~ad
"'a-Mtm~ls"o:r the OntioiStSi theH'ODlinistsOli the Ominists Socie.fy~laten-ansliterated
into.Om1shf:Amjsh.
EltbeEway~s:eparati.
on in,Oe_:onan:~ MefrJ.ung
is a:key element.to who
they und.etstaoclthemsetves to bo- whieh is.expressed.in their own particMlargenus of art
WllUamK. Crowley~"Old Ord,eJAmis_hSettlement Diffu'SioJtand Growth-.'nAnnals afthe

AssoclaJio.n
"OfAmericanGeogr-0phers,VoL 68.,Issue 2 (June 1978): 249-250.
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1:,

Alsaee., pteacbipg tbe concept
of Meidung or shu ing as a
means to ensure.doctrinal purity
and deIDon.strated conformity.
Excommunica~g Mennonites
within his new congregations,
who ere not as conseguent,
.
the essentia:I .schism b>etween
Mennonites and tile Almsh was
set in motion.

Inasmuchas the Mennonites ·ejected "worldliness,''·the
Amish perceived th.emselvesas
t:nevery distillate of tbat particular anribllte; The former being
more sp1riually-interpretive· ln
nature," with the l~t,Jerembodying a "letter of the aw;~conservatism.The primary fluidity beRouff.dAmish basket with hand.
tween these two -'"'cousms'exi's.ts in either the movingof more
conservative fanlii
'lies and individuals toward the.Amish(of which th~,te,are
several suo-communities; all v,azyingsomewhat in rejigious interpretattion,l3
with obBervanceeulmin.atingin the more-extremeOld Order Amish), orin
the less-conservative adherents finding their place among the Mennonites
(to use each .at oppasite ends of a scale). The Amish vacy individually,~
garding ~e Mennonites as having eillier some degree qf worldliness (lack
of disoipline)and/,e>r
as being mediat(!)IS
between the Amisb ·and the world,
with some varying d½gre.esof mediation aoc~ptedas necessary.Iadeed, one
might _ask how a binary world-view Gperhapsevea thosemost vigoronsly
enforced) canexist without them. As tnere is no central authority withinthe
Amish today strum.congregationsensuremore.interdependen~eand homo-geneity of belief. The Amish are prone to move around to find a congregation where they fit with .their albeit limited, individual proclivities:.
1

·12'Speaking
13

.yeryrelatlvely withln the CQnfinesof this Anabap~ tr4dilion.
The-degrees of interpretation of reli~i·ous is:sues,. altliough s·eeming very $mall

to outsiders, can beeeme

ery powedul and rnuobdisputed delineators.
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The Pa.-adoxieal

Cc:0mmandment
The second of the 'Ten
Commandments
reads~

"'tT]hou shalt not make
unto thyself any gra en J.IDage." When compared wifh
some of the more uni¥er·sa:Isubsequent c9ttuJ1andmeats- against murder or
tiheft1' for example ·- tills
onlmally-peculiat wanr
ing w-0ul seems perhaps
middling in its lack of

unan.:unous
rationale. Nevertheless, it bas launched
·spectacularly olatile sets
of dtamas in the. history of
art and reUgion . Some reli-

gjous adherents have e;ven justified rescinding commandment nuolher
:S'ix (the prohibition against killing), when the-second commandment has
been brok~n;hence to the minds ohome, there is a projection of hierarchical ifnport:anoewithin the numerical order In more tecent memory~
this sceurio lias played out within in certain branches of I.slam:, with the
controversy over a Duteb ·oartoon of the Prophet Mohammed ln 200S14'
and the fatwa issued against author SalmanRushdie in 1989.;15 the former
involvfog,a graphic graven :u:nageandlthe second ,a co.noeptoally graven
image--wri'tt~o down"Im Christian lil.'istP'ry
(Whether via Protestant jeortoclasm or witrunthe splittin.g of the Western Roman fmm the. Eastern
Orth0dQx. Churche over representational images, symbol:ism,and literalism/naturalism), intelJ)retingthis commandment has both divided and
unified believers withimeach of the threeAoraharttic branches.
·prohibiting graven
Given the human proclivitiesto art pro.du:ction;
imageryas an absolute is :impossibleand wmtld seem to be an injunchttp:/✓news..bbc.co .u't<d,t/JJJJ4.6779'1'6
»Stm

14

15'l{ttp
,'.f/news.bbc.co~uk/2/hl/4260599,stm
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tion not unlike the' commandment for the "fu st peoJJlet Adam and Eve,
to a_void partaking of the.fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil. The commandment itself, as an absolute extreme~ 1s paradoxical,
emanating from a puri,01:tedly.omrt.iscieont
deity, as it runs demonstrably
counter to the human persistence to imagery , art;- creation, information
vlng,: and eom.ttlOnicatioa.
processing, pr.0blem-s01
Predating the existence of the Ten Commandments,not long after
the appearance of Homo Sapiens, someone crushed cnareoaJand a_nimal
marrowin_two toollcits cotnp:dsed of grindstenes and abalom:eshells - and
statked l:hemneatly away to be unearthed lOOJlO0years later in 2008 in
the cave of ·momba _s South Africa, along the Indian Ocean.16 Red and
yellow mineral oxides, quartz, addeo With water were combined t.o form
the same basis of paint used today~ (ground) pigment, binder, and flow

release-..Why?-What did they need to express~so early on in 'the birth of
'"'hwnanityt' For at lea.st 100;Q00years the impulse m oreatevisual i'magery, using,color and value, has had meaning and purpose.
The other nine -commamlrnent$ ,arealso unequivocal but somewhat
less contradict-0ry,when applied to human nature. The de'bate about the

meaning of this second cdmmandtne11tts necessarily pro.illera.te.. The
edict seems to try to essentiaHydifferentiate God from not-,god~ a type
of sbunning, echoing the Amish practice of Meidung In practice it has
been interpreted, a_e.cordtngto individualJsand oultures,_A strict l'itera is:rnforbids the expression of heavenly•'things'' via earthly material,. bu_
hutrnJ.Ilinterpr~tation itself is &i apprn:ximalion.of WflatGod supposedly
intended-human
conception separated from the mu.ch ' superior~ and
unfathomable Other. This command_mertt takes what humans are natuiaUy bound to do, but warns them on having the las.t word image, or
conception about God.

Many early ·Christian·s lived amid the idealized xepresentatfonal
Classicism of Roman art where graven images abounded. In addition
they were ,. a_sa "body, .'' spread out over the Mediterranean. By what
:means,in addidon to o.r:altradition were -they to propagate andVorreinforce the Chrl&tian message without writing it down? And what of
illiterate :followers?Without visual unagery~ readily decipherable as to
meaning~how else we,r:etheit stories told?.As oral transfers .ch3.llgein16nAncient paint factory• 110earthedf' BBC News (13 October 2011), accessed
15 October 20-11.http;1/Www
.'bbc,co.llkJ.newslscienee-enN
-iromnen1ia
l32$7259·
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formation,the Christian Apostle Pau1 took to writing letters, regarding
dootrinal issues, t very differen cultures. But. words themselves are a
potential sour-ee af graven imagery. Judais-m had recognized this and
funs lhe vowels were removedm their w,ord for God_,·t(} keep from straying into he r~a:l.mof cveatinga debased ·and absttaot equivalent.
Whether meanfog or meaninglessness, whatever emerges as imJjorta.nt~in the mesh of human concern-finds its way: into act- irrespective of how art· defined concurrent to any given -a_ge-s-p~aking
within a post-.Modem, hind-sighted, multi-cultural definition of art.
Within these . parameters, the human occupation with higher powers in
virtually every culture floats to the surface. The busines~; of God is always bei'ng redefined , perhaps even as much in tbe realm of at.l\eism,
as some theis ts define their beliefs in telation to. religious or spiritual
believers' / 7 he man magnetism to art •and is.suesof higher powers
are sintil ly internal and ~ubjecti v,e pursuits ,, orbiting atQtmd meaning.
There are those whoate neither interested in art nor ''God/ -but they live
in a.world where they canm,t entttely ignore the-artistic- or God-obsession~ 0f otheFS.Whatever the effeet of Modernism upon the question
o God'~ ele.istence~humanity has evolved to seek meaning amid mystery, ignorance and limitatfon t Wb~tever .else god(s)'lilight .be, it 1s,also
a default repository for human ignorance ., lo-ngjfl;g,wonder~hop~, and
covete~ empowerment whether that god is-_plural, jealously-singular
or non-existent. Perhaps the m@stuseful definition of nGodtt is one that
explicates th~human reaction to the very ct>nceptof God.

F.ightingwlth God Overtbe Stylus?
Whal! dt:,-esit mean to take an idea and to manifest it. or put it outside ofyo-urself-rnake itbeard ~n, touchable, tangible? What does it
mean to tran:slateor recast an e:xperience?Some experiences, it can be
translated into speech, writing, or d1awiJ1gsimultaneously ..18 lf not; they
17 Pl'tilosophi·caHy, both agn_ASdqs
and iltbei$t · have been on .the fmrefront
historically of differe.n.tiatlnggod(s) from not~gpd(s) vi.a i:ational ptocesse:S-Gf
identifyjng tbe pulturaJ..and social oontexruatiz-ation and projections- within tJi:le,
human
pre-occupation with Gud, whil·. r~ligfonistsa,ndbelievet-1;havegei1erallyplied ·the.faithbased or mystical :ap,proachesto.a similar endeavor,
1
&·"-Spoken' tiere also refer- to S_inging,making expressive sound; "wdtt~nn also
to dancing.and·physieaJe~ression; r.cl.raw.o~
h~r_etalces tile meaning ·of.all forms of 2~D
and 3-D visual artistic creation,
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HaruJ'and

.Amish woodenbex.
c,an be transferred or recast rto memory and then later translated into
,speech~ writing; ot drawing; either way the pmduct beoomes- an e,xternalize:d:symbol and/or memory trigger_The product-or symbol is n9t the
experience itself but sometimes, through symbol one .ccJ.n0ngage or
re.-visit ineaning. So what is gafaed by manifesting experrence emotion
and ideas and what is lost? In recasting and tmnslating of our-:ex·peri~nces into symbols, we project our own jdeas, apprehensions, expectations, and contexts . onto the concept of GOD~ an equivalent of making
or ad.JustingHGadlgodnin our ~ own image. '
In cognition we approach s0me topics . abstractly and some concretely and at other times we move back and forth. The w;o-rdabstract
has coltle to refer to the tbin,gsth-a_f we cannot physically grasp, but another useful definition of fbe word ,ae,rives from tile realm of depicting
things in fin~ art wherein it means •~what is selected~ speaking to fhe
artist's authorship. In a post -strtlcturalist sense, whoever comes along ·
further abstracts content, by se.lectia_gacc.ord~ to their issues ( wheth,er conscious, semi~conscious,or unbonscious), and by doing so, they
re-author the image. An.clliter-allypertahling t~ any image of any god.,
people re-a:nthorize · their own coneeption(s) of ,god in relation to any
"gra¥en image.:'iir In his book Ways.of Seein-g John. Berger elucidates
19
For, against or !a,terally..
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the concepts of Walter Benjamin's famous es:say,:·'~e Work of Art. in
the Ag~ of Mechanical ReprodtJctfon,' 1 regarding the ways that modern.,
mass repli~ation of existing imagery furtber absttact &and distances a
viewerfr:om meaning-~byremeving the viewerfromifle context :oflook0 Berger asks the se~aJ
qnes~
in,g at an original piece of art tn .situ.?tion: f-Owhom does the meaning of the art of the p st properly belong?
SimiJ~Iy one can ask: to wbQiildoes the de nition of God belong , once
it belongs? · How is it ·changed once it belongs to something other than

'•God?''·
Tio speak in the vernacular ., the Abrahamic; an.dlor Amish G~d
is ''jealous.:'' "mono-theism" is interchangeahle with ,~cjealous ' a&· is
"ottbodoxf'-or
in the case of ibe Amis.b term Ordnung21 0r correct- ,
nes ♦ In order to worship nTbe One True God," one has to eschew other
gods or io~orreet defiruticmsof this One Go.cl.• Hut how is knowledge of
an '.l'unfathomable' .' god disseminated or policed? The history of politi-cal foctionalization :and .the horrors perpetrated upon unbeiievers >the
unerth1>do1Cand dissenters. is the stuff of humanity "s mos.t appaiHng
he-mar- stories. The God ·of Abrab~iD was touted to be jealous in ensuring devotion to corre~t knowledge ~ devotion to , and/or experience of
Himself , In this,. the God of Abraham becomes a metaphor of the yltimate degree @fnon-reJativ1
istic truth , but degrees of relativistic tru th 1s
the very stuff .of human competition and histocy. Ironi.cally the concept
of monothe ism seem~ bound to,:set adherents within its ~lf apart, as they
:differ ~d/'Or 'Squabble ah()l)t~he very definition of tihe One God they all
claim to be worshipping .
lo theory, iJ there were to be a last word on the nature of the Bib.1:iealGod , the second commandment suggests that it would lie- with
the first autljor, in a world wbere , by its nature , everyone re-authors
experience to their own unders t anding , As the Hebrew God ~surpa,s,ses understanding' and is 'unf.athom.ablen any pe.rson claimin.g
to genuinely experience - od, will re-author and .r ecast and transiaJe
Him into his or her own vernacular. If the experi~nce of thi s ·second
"author ,, is passed onto a third, the last would further re-author the
experience and so on. This is the nature of a generational traject.ory

Berger, Ways oJSet in,g(London: Pengpfu {~r-0up1 ~972), ch. j.
Getman..,Ordnun.g ~s
'-'sound, right ~in orde:t. straight, agreed. · 1n Qle
Amish worldI Qrdmmg i'sa noa'.n, meaning the Amish 8et of ruies.
ii0

-i~ In

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012

31

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 48 [2012], No. 1, Art. 10
Graven. lm«ges, Amish Aesthetics. and the ,i Affirmative Lie'
29
1way from the original that is inherently understood by the Amish
in the arena of w.or.k.~They choose (in a Platonic paralle12l) to work
direcUy with God's CI1eation. · nature) on a daily basis (farming) .to
further their devodon and e:,cperi~nce of God, ra,tlte, than to work
among the creations of men.
The second of the Ten Command:m:etns
attempts to jeal011slyguard
which i'image" of God paradoxically and inevitably arises, differentiating one legitimate image from oth~r (counterfeit) inter-pr~tations that
are possibl e. This speaks to a degre : Qf cultural and religions · olatioui$:m~to preserve at1.orthodoxy of thought. Warning against the ehyskal
counterfeit,s of God has the funerion0f differentiating td es of people
according to who worships what. Titis reinforces rb~ first command-ment which is t0 allow no other god. (c-onceptualimage), but the monotheistic God of the Hebrews. Tbis commancb:nent
has also h~d the effect
of demanding UDquestioning obe~:lience to a decree: tha .runs counte
to human rntture ~and heJ1ce provides an opportunity to: dei;y one's 1own
fallen-ness. The seco:ndcomman.dment thU:S
also servesas at metaphor
for the physical counterfeit of one's ftesht conceptualizir.1g
God "incorrectly.''
Whatever the gra en manifestatio..n,cin stonet vis-oal imagery, or
writing, it must first be graven in human conception. Whenphilosophy
profossor Jacob Needleman asked famed Japanese Zen scholar D . T.
Suzuki: "[W]hat is th,~ self? ·The answer was ~, [wjlla is ailing the ques.tion? The very same answer is applicable to the qu~tion of "what or
who is GOD .,,. The answer 1s literally within: "who 1s asking~'23 and
is by extension graven in flesh, .supplanting God with one '-s-idea of
God. Whateyer the second :c0mmandment means-, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have navigated interpreting this "'aifusol
ute'' with tiheutmos:t p1ioliforatio111.s
of rules~ allowances, reforms, .and m:an.ifestations~
and we know of these things . ironic;ally,because someone wrote ·them
down.

22
Referring to the Platmrl dep.redalioa pf eternal and physical.,see aud1or'snote
./134,nls.osee Alfred ~niest Gan/Je ")!Jte,Rlts<!hl.:icm
heology, Cr,itical f,lnd ConsJ.,.uctivt:
an Expo itfon and an EstiJJJ.(Jte
(lJe:ndon:T. & T. Clatkt Yem;,:1899), J34 .
3
.2 Jae.ob N~leman, What is God? (New YorlCT-!eremy
P.Tilf"G~.r~PenguinGroup,
2009)21.
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Hand in a round
Amishba8ket.

The Aniish "A.ffirmativeLie''
io underst~nd Amish aesthetics one must look at art in a very untraditional~ post-Modern, and ironically globalizea way, Ironic .,~ the
Amish have little use for multiculturalism as a met-a-narrative. As we
ha\!e p:ass~d
the point, in Western .culture, of descn"bing art a-s'~anything you ·eaa get away with, 24 the Amish do not seem to want to "get
away with" anythini 25-im. fact, it is qu Ite the opposite. They strenuous,ly l!esistexpM<lln·g the boundaries of their aesthetics antithetical t-o.
modernist impulses, and instead they reinforce .the ramparts of a very
integral meaningful, and essential aesthetic: imbe~ded in how they appear+The c0mbination of Amish clothing and soul becomes a t~pe o.fart
:(although perhaps not entirely as be had envisioned), as described by
Swiss theologian Hans Kung in his,book_,Att an.d.the Question of Mean•
mg wherein art provides-a.meaningful -answei:,becoming a kind of_, 01
at leastmanifestation of, celigion.
i

4

Also spra.ch Andy WarboL

25

T.o acknowledge the aspect of commerce that Warhol would bav.e undoub:ted1y
included in hi~ statement:=while some Amish depend on seTiingcrafts and goods tc
outBideM, and they may stick to de$'igns·that ell, there is very 1itfl.e rE>omfor irmovatinf
or changing• tne essential cbaFacter of their wares to mcreruie sa1es. In p-rtn-diple
oomme:roemust not impinge,upoo:-o.rcom_promise their essential identity.
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How the Amishappear speaks to a kind of external manifestation
.or perform._ance
of religions devotion. How the Amish ,appear as walking
symbols speaks to who they were, are, ~pire to be, and$.notleast~ tlieir
distinction from nhe.non-Amisb. These are symbols, '"whkh, 'despite aall
difficulties an<lopposition (or Jutbe case of the Amish facilitated by opposition], can remind u_s human 'beings of the great heritage of the past~
the future still to be won, an:d the meaning , v.alue, and digmty of our life
l1ereand now,-»2.6 '~The English".have become an essential foil in Amish
religious expression~ indeed if "'the English" did not exist, the Amish
wo.ulclhave. to 'invent them That all notil.-Amish~e '~he Engli:sb"by
default is, relati:tely speakmg, not an unQ..sualconclusiQil,-giv-en that
Amish life has. evolved and ulttimate~f survived primarily in English
North America after· it_s essentially Swiss birth. To analyze the melting
pot or cultural mosaic of the "others" around them would be entirely
impractical auo unnecessary itbih their binary social d.efinitions_Jndeed any identity as '~Swiss.''or European , is part of only« g~neral refer ...
:enoe they make to tb.e pa$t
How is an Amishperson the same as a 1960·s San. FcanciscoHippy
or a 1970 s-l980's London Punk?Th~y are not. However~who they are is
an essential part of the costume. How they are seen reinforces who 'they
are visuallyto their com.rrfunity
, to outsiders, and to themselves. The feel
of the fabrics the Amishuse and the textures0f uieir uncutbeards and hair
is a .tactile,incarnate reminder of their c01nmitments-,
heritage, and faith..In
mote w~ysthanone;tbeAmish have skippedthe Modem period altogether,
lgmnjng any hunger to pull back the ourt-ainon humanlirnit¢ons, arriv:ingin a post~Modem world, whete,ina discussion of their appearance as
performan€e art can more appreciably uadertaken by the non-Amish. Unlike the Hipp ot Punk who relies upon performing their identityvia their
mode of dress, to tb~Amish, fasbion,.isirrelevant for "fashi<Jn'_s sake,'' as it

obfuscates the purpose <:ifmodestly ·c.ofering:andprotecting the-body, both
physically and spiritually.In the words of the Mennonite"&:
~'[d]ressonly for
7
warmand for cold; all else is frivolou display.''2 But the Amish clearly
tlress for mote than this.

26

Hans, Kung~An and tli-eQa#lion :of Meaning {NewYorlG Cr9ssroad•. l'981}.

i3·-55.
9

2.

1ol.

Harold B. Bardlay/'The Plain Peeple o Oregont Re:vievy
•of Religious Research

8 Is:sue3 (0410111967) 1 140. i40-l'.65.
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The Amish goal 0f plain-ness is anqtber intrinsic oxymoron,,anoth~r
paradox.Both the ~s
and th MeDJ1orrites
are '~plain ~pie -" m the way
they projec their ~cl_ titles wa theirappe-amn ~ However, the word uplam"
,Cl®'1¥.dot}snot mean tbe amething f0r t11e.A.nlishas is does-for M~nnonites-on ~ Anaba tistscale_In tbcir mode of dtess 1he Old Order Amish
tend to be mote vi.st ly distinctive from mainstr~
:society, havmgresisted
tb~"poogressi'1e"innova ·ons in ,general teelm:ology
and garment construe-·
tton a ~o Menn1Jmites
haveall ,wed(hookand eie ·fastenersto namebut
one).Religi:Ous
children ceiv.e-thesevisqaldiff-erentiations
~diy, in:a itndy
compa.rinAmis ,with tilerCbclstiansandle s.it wasdeterminoothat
. . . young Qh:il.drendevelop µnd~rstan:din.gs
of com.J.?lexities
in the
suru;~Jor~
of ... religfon>Withinth.erealm of~ nonmoral ~sic]religious rules c ~, dreo were-.ablef(i)dis:criminateamo11galterability by
rel~i(!)USauthorities, generttilizabint-yto otll~ religions.M.d -~ontingen<i:y
by llat is consideredto be the .ultimateauth.ori:ty.:nt

Tbe,l} is 6om:etbingt>fan "ultimate :authority'' in the visual differentiation of "~J.1$v-erses them.1 While "plain;' in the sense of generally
@miftingcleco:nat1~n
and elaborate Glesjgninno ations i~ s.ux:elyan apt
desetiptiijn for both the Ami_shand tire Mennonites, pl.a.inalso means
with.ol!lldramatic ·effect. The more ~ifilletof these groups dufet firom the
m~n~tre~ in. thet'r :moaeof dress~ the more. dramatk they apiearclear1'¥the Amish are more visuallydifferent, bemg in a type of theatm·•Icontrast w:iJbthe mati.a&tream1h ,q'.(loteWilliam Crawley !
[o]urlng, the foort.bJ>eriodJofAntish se,ttlem~nt
rus.tory
~ 1899-WWU]
tl:ieXonshbegan ta stand! out mJJfe marked1y from the.ir ne,1gbbo.rs
tfuin was pteviously the case . 'fhejw•clothing., general ,plainness, and
religious bt,Jiefhad pr,evious1'5,l
made fh'€Jlldistin"ctive·. New rb~irf-armmg teeliinlqnesand their means of tran~portauon- tl:lebors:eand buggy- h~ganto oeretarded as "old . .fashim1ed." In •~lier timesAmish
farme.t;Shad often be:eu1knoWll!for o.cl1
ranced me,theds and agticllttqral
imt<Jvations• ... The Amish farmer·~
rofe in the :Co.lffitry~ide
had undergom~ a two-ae-ntury devolutfon ., and be had <;nmeto be ,considered
~As.fo1mdwithin a o©~parativestutly•that inclu.dedtheAmish..Larry Nucci and Ellfo)t
l'uriel."''Goo's Worn,Religlpq~Rules.,·ana 11heirReJ:ation.to Christirot.at1dJe~ Children's
Vol.9.9.Issue5'{0ttp~r 1g9J); 1400.
dmc~ts pf!Mor.ality
/ ChiUJ:JJevei(}]l1JJen-t
:z9.Crowley, WtllimnK. lOJd Order AmisbiSettlement: D.iffusio°' and Growth.
"
Annals of lh.1!,As:s,oeiatian
of-Americ._an
Geagfaphers .,Vol. <>8,l.sstte:Z.(fune 1978}:2_58.
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badcward .. Tliis refus_ai to cMng~ ways_carrie.d:over.t@other arenas
,such ,as_edocatfon; and new probl~lllSbegan t0 confront Amish .exis.te.n:c
.e . Amish distmctiv~ness had markedly jnc.reas~d ttnring lhe fu,s.t
fou,M\nd,.one--lralfdecades of .the twe1,1tietb
Gentury.!9·

A.m.is
.b .orthodoxy tegard·s the Mennonites as more c@mpromis.in,g,
tlhetefare true useparation from the world'-'demands m~re ''plainness!''
\"ia 'lme-patte.tr©d,and dark coforsetc. Hencethere are m..o
.re optie:as
,among ;the Metm.Qnirtes a:s to th~ tang-eof external acquisition of c.ol-

ored clQth.,as well as of shoes and ·of clothing:'>
and it ts less formalistic
Looking diffeteRt is a symbol and ...
. . •custtfm andeonfol1II1il;y
to tradition:al1ways.of doing things deteCIIl/ine
the gymbot The .S"ymbols
o'f 0\11' iprogte~si:veGivIDzationat"ederived
fi;em speculation, ftom foonaf and.rational ptoeedures,from.·sfientifiG
,pursuits.:
, ftbrp eoonomicteom_pttilfon,and ftom th~ siga of ma.~ri_alca-.
are p_roductsof intimateht.mia:ti
tionaii~. 1nAmishsocietythe sy1t1bols
ass~ciation ... an.iinot the ·result of r_ationall
ptoc~es. lhls. is_well illustrated.in &~ style of dress of the Amish in that a whole cornptex ef
dressing heeomes fonilalisric and sym.b~llcef a wtal way Qf fil~.~0

th~ busine:s.ssnits ef the 1~60~s We.st-emmainstream, there is less variation among the scytesused by M.e.nnonitemen
than among the sitylesand fabrics used by Me:nn.orutewomen,.who can
In a parallel to

o.iv-erge
relative!y widely-intheir·fashions. To the.e~telilt that this refleGts
a c0mparative .censerva ~sin among the m:ell!
and a relative interpretive
leeway among. the women, in a staunchly patrfarchal society Vil erei:n
the men have the ultimate authortt)l. is .indeed a e:urioos st.ereo~pical
coinc.Jdence~Amish womenand men have moremrif.ocrllityin their .assigned, gender-templated·cQstuntingflmn exists fuetween-theMe.nnnnite
genders..
Th¢ hair ;st-ylesamon,g Amfah tn_en:
are .alsogenerally more con_sistent in shape than amoog Me:mnoni.tem~n,who j,u.stgenerally ·aim -for
short hair. ·This lends itself to the o.ve.rviewthat Mennonites a-imfar a
plain.ne,sisin prin:e.i_ple,.
while the Aln.ishaim fon1 re ,Heated and ~t~bbshed pr9totype--a template -. The -straight blunt hair cut of' the Amish,
-ai the ear or jaw line, visuaUy.m.iq,i.ios
and rennorees the hottlz.t>rttalbrim
of tb~ir allowable hat styles, ereatmg a 0:ramatk contrast to the V'°ertjcalf
501bid.,

1~.
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diagonal of their lmtrimmed beard-$"'In other wo.rds,either on purpose or
by .default it is :dramatic.ally sculptural" The plainness of the Amish "tunic-." unelwteEedby bnttons-and other features creates a mode,of dress,
th~t t_eads as a unified matrix or pedestal for the distinotiveness of the
shaped-fo~-ad
"ptototype .'"Among adult Amish women~the hair is ii non visual issue, -~xc1udingperhaps tbe roots' at the forehtmd, however they
are tockeclbehind W,euniformity of a black or white bonne {depeticling
on wheretbe women ar¢ 9n display}_The space defined by their capes
dresse,s, 1,louses, and skirts is-,necessariJy more .djyided to reflect the
function of fitting the female form Femaledothing reads as more variable within the overall matrix of the dark body -cover unit. Tb.at their
hair is not ,disJ?layed, but the mens' are partially visible (citing Bjhlical
trad1tion)~makes for a clifferencein :relativedramatic ~ffect between the
genders, inasmuch as there is more contrast of texture (fabtic to skin
andbair) a.mangthe me~As men 1s beards lengthen as they age,,the ttxrura:1contra.st beGomes even more apparent.,As per the contrasts of color
(dark fabric to light skin and varying hait color), the older a man gets the
mote he also heightens in value contras (31 -as bis hair _greys. lil short,
becapse of these textural and Jight/dark contrasts the evolved or d(Manlt
style of an Amish man is distincOy more-visually dtamatic in pres.enee
than a woman's. Ft should be noted that when Amish wo:men_generally
wear a black bonnet in public, the amount .of dramatic light-and-dark
contrast, and presence,? dooreases!With .the .abs-enceof displayed hah(Jeavhig only U1eface -exposed, which is somefunes sbadec;l
by a large
brim, the black bonnet unifies with the dark matrix clothing. However,
whe:.n
we-aring
a white bonnetat home, the amount of dramaticpresence
increases·with the -white bonnet imifying the 11elati'.vely
light unit head fu
3
contrast to the dark matrix dothing. 2.
Universally, un1fQons·e:volvetoward the dramatic, if not in intrinsic attention to design than i1)Jdifferentiating the uniformed from the
un-uniformed. The latter certainly a_ppliesto the Amish regarding differentiation -orshunning. Uniforms use "visual symbollsm in maintainpsychological boun.daries. Symbolism provides a basis for a~tion in

mg

In aest:heti°.S\ Ii,ght and dark eontra:su
-arecontrasts of •·•value/
R,egarding, lh~ 'l:va'lue" ont.Fasts:o~jther A dir:-ectparalle1i& being made oor
pot~nMa11ydisputed bere-rel.Atl'Ve to the non-.aestheticor worth (valae) of th~ g~nders
themselves. In Hebraic Biblical tradition. however women hav~ been bistorically
31

Ji

subordinate to men.
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meeting tb.efumte, it assures both grm1punity and.fongeNity..m On the
otbet hand, Mennonite plainness is conspicuous in its lack Qt'attention
to oulti:vating.oae look, The Mennonites are also disinterested in fasliiou
for religious reas.ons except as a vehicle to be ,pleasant, plain, and modest, which is ,a:sligJ1tlywider interpretive and celebratory .Priuciple--'if
onty in relation to the Amish. Mennonite ~'fa:sbions'' :ate symbolic of
their int~rnal religious devotion, but not fastldionsly so. The more stt ~~tly obedient Atuish a:re sitnilady disinterested in the woildly vanity and
pofetll;tial"high-n~ss' ,of fashion. But they are interested fu eostumes,
as a fastidious replication of an undjverging visual-templated s.igni6€r,
denoting the signified concept of their diseiplined devotion and separation from worldliness, which becomes the sign: a pre.ee of .Performance
art-a wa!dog sculpture or da.iy d.emons,tratfon of religioQs theatre•.
This is not theatre in the ·artlftcial sense,.but in a non-Western,
tribal, and ceremoniaf sense. The b0dy made in the image 0f God, asa
direct sacxed, generational,.substra~ is clothed in the symbols of tbeuspiritual tribe. ·Their clothing must have _symbolicmeaniug to lift it from
the mere ignominy of fa~;hion. They echo contemporary philosopbical
concerns ab.out what is r~a[ and meaningful;;_as ·expressed by Susari
Sonntag, on another topic:

.. ~ most contemporary expression~of .concem fb:atan image-world is
repladng the re,d cmecontin._ueto echo, as Feuerbach did, tile Platoni
d~p-reciationaf the in1a_ge:true .i:nsnfara_sit resembles ~omething real.
sbam because it is no more than a reselrlblance ,• .. to create image
with mere ap~arance'-tl'iat is to presume tl1at~be image is aJ)solutely
distinct from th'e object de,p.ic-ted- is pruit of that process ~{ des.acrall-

ization which separ'ates us·.irrevoeablyfrom the wo:uld.of sacred times
and places in which an ~e
was taken to ·participate in the reaJitJ
of the object depicted. 34

Sot rather than.imitating the sacted , they clothe it. Their erxtremelydistilled costumes, are based les-s on aesthetic irutovation-as understood
io an expusionist Modernist sense-thanon
an aestheJic,keenly t-iedto
33
: Suzanne K, Langer. P}ifJosoplry in a New Key: A Study in ihe Symbolism . of
Re.aso.,1
, Rite, and Art (Carobrid~i,, Mass i !Imard Oni,ve;es
jty Press, 1948), as quoted
in John A , Hostetler, .•~TheAmi sh Use of Symbols and Their Function in BQnn~ingtne
CQmmuni~,"' Tbe Journal of tht ,ftoyaf An.J.hrvpologioat
Institute of Great Britain qnd
Ireland, Vol. 92, No. 1 (.Jan·uary-June 1964): 12.

34

lraUcsadded', Ibid., 81.
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meaning •35 ·1ne Amish aesthetic has ev-0Lvedl
to.a "pl:ain ► reduction (less
is mote)i suiting,thrur sadal stnt;elUres Dd par,aUelin_g
the ·oonseusus to
·doottinru c~nfor~. As a principle. the·Amish differentiate· themselves
from the world,,saf~~ding , themsel~es ft,omhtunan innovation, spirltu_al dist:Iaction,arrd"des~acrnJization.''
Their fiash:iolit
,because of its unif~rmity is a firmly ans~ewdLquestWn
aib0utwho they,M'e.It.is a bulwark,
pey,sliealilyand spirltmtlw, to tlleir hidde , spwitnality uBdemea.tb:saered.
anclnakecl..In Tlie Es%e.M~·of Christianity-[Ludwig Andreas] Fel!lerbath
observes about 'om ·era1 tbai it "pteferrSthe image to tlw thing, the copy
to the original, the representation, tp the reality, appe_aranceto being. 'Jfi
Was this also the a"l)-ptehens:i:on.,
,,w.ello~er 3000 years ago])~a.inst subatituting tbe, g~nume for the ~aippearan:ae
·;' ·as· writteninto· the Te» Comman~ments?Thus is it indeed itonic,to . q:uote.noted sociotogist JohnA.
Hostetler,.speakm.gof the. Amish;. ~·'that a society' whfoh places emphasis
onpersonal trustworthoressand.religious de""o.utnessshould inad:vertent1,Y CffaJerits sy,mbolsin styles .of~k>thim:g
1m
i,17heoQot4:\domo,{'.andHans Rooktfiaker) argued that ~ artwork
c;ur symboliz;emeaninglessness in a way that is aesthetically m~aningful. TJns,.iswlratAfdO@(o)
calls the "afftrmathle,Ue.' 1&:TheA.mishversiQn
of th~~'affirmathrie,
lie,, comes vrathe meaninglessness ,offashion as ''art
for art's1sak~/' B:otfashion ts, nevertheless, itbe vehicle fotteipressmi
identicy,the very t'~gta,'\fe:n
onag~:r"or- sym;bol ~f their·core ~a1ue of Meidu,J,g.Th~ waythe Amish appearis more than just an ~temal obse.ssion
with mtetnaliz:edvalues,.it is p~tfermanceart, in the wny that~historfoally-~art ~dctresses
an.clspeaks to .meaning,whether spintu-al, social
Gulturall or indi¥i:diual. Gillen that the very biilth ud development ct>f
Amish culture has oirCJJOlilav.igated
around oonformiryand shunning"
their. ,...
1

1

. . . visual symtrolsespeGiallythose ass~ciated withdress.,serve the
~roup,witman effective. meebaoismfor maintain'inggntop .c.onsciou:snes.s .antf for integratini
charter values
~b~

0f th~· s~ctarian ;society:.

. ..

Whethercousd:ous Qr not,
36Su-sanSo.nnta~l'>The im:a:g~wo
.rldt in Visual Culture: The fteader,edifed by
Jes,sica Jtv:~ and Sruart Hai1l(IJontlon: Sa~~l?u'blicatiQns1999:.)80.
11
John A. Host~tl~r:was born IIito an Old Orde1Anl'ishfamilyand convertedto
'JS

the MeJ1noniteordel'.
38

'Mich.a..e1
A.Ji,stia.
Explarati-ons:in Art~T.]eo'togy,Tlnagirtati'tm(Lond0n: ~ulnox.
L.to..,'2005) 31 ,

PubJjsbmg
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Symbolism performs-the function of lc}_ll_guage.
Where-life is governed
by ,signs and symbols :fewerwords areneeded for adequatecornmuoieation ... The symbols [of dress] distingni hes th~ conformist from
¥

th~ nonconfannist.

39

At best, this perfonnance t einforces Amish internal oomm:itmentsJ although it also -canlose its meaning at times aud devolve meFelyto tradition and fashion . To giv:e the last word to· Hans Kiing a symbol:
may perbap S:enable us to perceive · some.thingof wha,t'inyolves ns
unconditionally / the ,still hlddea, incomprehe.ru;jblygreat myste yin
us and around us: that is the suprasensible ground of meaning o.fall

our reality in the midst of the [graven] wadd. of sense·,40.
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Note:, All photos by Laura Fa.ir-Sohulz. When ~ 'tng phoJograpbs of Amish
handiwor~ there are two things present .,The Amish craft and the photographer'"s craft: a dual pres~nce repre·senting two very different worlds blended
into one im.age.Howe:ver,as photography is~irollrc~lly something of an invisible presence to the ,..
subject" photographed, the following im,ugesincorp@rate
a graphic rem'.inde'fof "'the 'w.odd~
~by inc()q>oratln_g
the presence of a human
featute; a shadow pf the pltotograp.her s hand. This i~ a grav~n image forbidde11
i.n Amish theology, and is a :menace a shadow indeed or is just as a reminder
of ~e physical wofld, dep~n<tingon who 1s .looking at the image.
Thanks for TAUNY (Traditional Arts of Upsfate New York) of Canton, N .Y.,
for allowing me to take photograph.si0n their premises .

.-.Laura-Fair-Schulz
,,.Adj unct Professor itJ the ·Fine
Art Department of SUNiY Potsdam. Her ·artwork
focuses and obscures the notiQ;zisof appearing
within figttrative pa inting and drtawing processe-s.
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Nicholas'nungan 1 Gallatim America"sSwiss Founding Fath,r (New
York & London: N~w York University Press, 2010), xiv + 193;
$27 .95; ISBN ~178"10-8147-2111-7-.

Born. in 1761 in Geney a, Albert Gallatin died in.Astoria, Long Island,
in 1849. His was ai long 1ife; oae that sp_.anned ·Europe and America ~
where Gallatin was one of the founding generation ..Gallatin 's contributions have not been entirely overlooked by historians. Indeed, Fienry
Adams_,one of early America's most impressive historians by any measure, took a notable and intense inlerest in Gallatin» In 1819 Adams
published a tlrreef-volome edition of th~ Writing~ of Albe# Gallatin as
we:11as a single-volo:rne biography, The.Life of Albe_rtGallatin, which
temains on some measures perhaps the best we have. Sjnce then, Raymond Walters~ k has given.us,.AJhertG'1Jlatinr Jeffersonian Financier
and Diplomat (1957) and more reo.ent1yseveral ,scholars have written
about one aspect or anoth~r of Gallatin 1s. politioal ecom,>my" When the
Oxford American Nat-i-Onal
Bi0grapky was published in 1999 Gallatin
had an entry, as he ought to lrave had . Ho.Wever,
.Gallatin is clearly als.o
one of those important but second-tier ifigures, who d~ not get as much
scholarly attention as they :should. Gallatin's life is an interesting une
in its awn right :and also one wi.thmueh to tell us about tbe times in_
whkh he lived ..Nieholas Dungan's Ga.lla,tifn:America~ Swiss Foun.ditig
Fmher-inspued fn prut by the 250 th anniversary of Gallatin ·~sbirth on
W Janaary 2011-:is a wekGmed addition_to the historiography and one
which,.higblighting Ga11atin•sSwiissorigins-,readers of this newsletter
may be particularly interested to pursue.
Dungan bases bi$bfography on the existing publj shed studies (although he is mistrusting of F(ank Ewing's 1959 .biography as it t,elies
to.oheavily on the, Diary of James GaiJt1tin~Secretary to Alb~rt Gal~
lattn~ a Great Peacemaker which Dungan and others consider a fraud),
and also o.n 'Gallatin's :surviving papers, many of which are held by
tbe New,_York Historical Sodety , To the,se sources be adds others, including a newly discovered letter from GaU\atiJ1to Horac .e-Benedict de
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Sau~sote held in the archives of th~ Bibliotheque d:eGeneve~
Dungan.
writes that he aims to ~'explQrethe elements of [Galla tin's .. life that
are most revelatory and illustrative; the develcypmentof his ca.ree·r, his
comdbutfons as a state man, his self-realization asa man ofi eas - but
also his-hesitations, bis shortcomings. his aimlessness, his blind spots
and bUnd alleys, his .momentsof not ;being sur,equite what to ilo next"
(5). The approach is chronological, with nine chapters dividecli'nto rthree
sectictns based on Gallatin 's youth rise to prominence, and life. as an
accomplished states-man.
Dung~n traces tlhe oody him:-ory
of Geneva and of the Gallatin
1
family s place therein. Albert's,own early years are sketched, wiffi par,.
ticular attention . tQ his time at the Academy where he wa& influenced
by several professor&of -the Geneva Enlightenment- such .aiSIloffJ_CeBenediot Saussure-and made lasting fiziendshipswith classmates"'in,..
eluding Etienne Dumont who became an influential editor of Jeremy
Ben.tham,.and Henri S.erre with whom Gallatin w;ottld soon d~cide to
strike out f-orAmerica. Even in these early years Dungan finds ,evidence
of Gallatin 's·_lastingcharacter tratts: ''indirectness, audacity~and a.thirst
for knowledge" (17)-.His "spirit.of pragp:iatismand independelilce'llong
marked.him a ~~sonof Geaeva:' astam.p that WM to have "both positive
and negative"' consequences on his life thereafter (25) ..
Arriving ia America in the late summer of 1780 and in the midst
of the War for American Independence~ Gallatin.dabbled in several
schem~s to make his fortune-ftolt:l selling tea, to cutting logs,.to te::lehing French at Harvard College. His pursuits began in .Boston and took
him from Maine to Virginia, where he bo11ghtland~Whil~ Gallatin. had
come to America m search of riches rather than revolution, he soon appears to have. acquired a taste for ''the love of independe:m.ce
that eX,'ists
in the freest c.ountcyof .tbe iiniverse'"· (33). By 1792, '~Gallatinhad be,en
in America for over twelve years he ~'had established himself in no
profession" and in s.ome· respects ' (b]is time in America looked a lot
like a dozen yearsof drl.fr~(4 7) . .But thlngs were soon. to .change. Fot
O® thing., he fell in. love with aad married Hannah Nicholson. For an,..
other, having become increasingly involved as a Republican in Pennsylvania politics, in 1793 Gallatin was elected to the U.S. S.enate, although
he· would eventually have his seat taken . away~ being voted out (on a
vote that split exactly on party lines) 011 the, grounds tha _ he had not
been a U.S. citizen for nine years· prior 1:obis .ele.ction. N on.eth.~less he

t

4
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was· soon re-elected as a Pennsylvania memberof the federal House of
Representatives MQreovet,Gallatin was inE:reasinglybecoming widely
recognized fQr his k.!no.wledge
of government finances.
• •
When. Jefferson became president in 1801 he eb.ose. Gallattn h:s
se.ci;etary of the TreasuryIn that offic~he helped to· ov.ersee the Low _siana Pu_t.chase1 amongother important initiatives. such as Jefferson);
Embargo Act, which Gallatin opposed. Gallatin con~inued in his ro~e.as
Treasury secretary undet Pres-i~e~tMadi.son'sf~cticm.~dden a~numsntion. Through all of this he ,did not n.eglect hls fannly comnutments
whlch now incl1,1ded)'lot only Hannah, but their two sons~. James and
Albert Rolaz 1 and a daughter, Prances born in 1801. Dungan gives con I

iderable a:ttention ·to Gal1atin's r"°le(including bis corrnspondenoe with
Alexand~r Baring) in 'Europe negotiating the Treaty of Ghent bringing
peace -from the War of 1812. Here, we S:eethat' Gallatin was, different
from other Americ ns because he embodied both European character

and American determination. Ile was a product of both cultures anci
.continents but an emanation.of neitbet" ( 105).
the next ·step in Gallatin~s rise was as American minister to
PrnnG~.When Gall.attndeparted for .Europe, an 11June 1816,.be did so
this time with bis family in tow. The Gallatiils . lived together in Paris
where along with Alhert''s· dally work routine they enjoyed the. scenery,
libraries, bookshops,, and the many other attta0uon ·that ci~yhad to offer_As Gallatin hlmselfptl it reflecting ontbese years tn a letter written
to a friend in 1824.,which Dungan quotes, "The last seven years I spent
in Europe, thoµgh not the me-stus'€ful,were the mest pleasant.of my
fife, both on account of my reception in Geneva,,_where I f0W1d. m~)i
[of our] old and affectionate friends (Hootsch, Du.mot, the Tronchins,
Eutiri~ &c ,) and from my standing with the first statesmen and men
of merit in France and England'' (134). Returning tb America inl 823
Galla.fin foand Fdendsbip Hilt in disrepair and he was· adrift in some
ways too. He aspired to b¢ secretary of fhe Tt'easury under John Quincy
Adams, but th~t went to Richard Rush~ Bnt mor diplomacy soon followed and GallaJin's final years Dungan paints as "The Capston·es of a

Career/ " His later~ay accomplishments included diverse publicatfons
and service as founding pi:;esident.of the Mtterican Ethnological Soeiety
and also HS piesident of the New-York Historical Society.
It would have been nice to have had more on Ute intellectual fife
of Gallatin. While his Q)Jlj0rwrlting$-A Sketch of the Fmances of the
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-Un.ited Stu;-r:es
· (1796) 1 Viewsof the Public Debt~Receipts and Expe1t_di
tures of the United States (18f)O) Co,uideratio"-$on the Currency and
B«nking System of' the United States (183 I}, A Synopsis of the Indian
Tribes within the United States E:O.stof the Rocky Mountains anil in the·
P.o.sses~ifJrtS
of North Am~rica• (18,36),_and N0tes
British and RfllS_iricm
on the Semi-Civilized'Naiions of Mexico, Yucata11artd Central Amer-tea
(1845)-are all mentioned;. more time .rnight have ·been speIJt on unpacking th~ details o'f Gallatin,s arguments• therein, This nrlght have
shown more cleariy how Gallatin belongs Jn the American Enlight~nment and demonstrated yet anoiher way in which his· life brldgecl. Europe and earlyAmerica, AUin all howeve;::,
thfa.is a useful and measured
account of Atn&rica 's Swiss .FoundingFather.
~

Mark G. Spenx;et
Department of Bistory
Brock Uttiiver~#y
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Boo·k Review
Christa Landert, ed., with a For~wotd by Leo Schelbert. Wenn Du
absolut na~hAmf!'rikawi_Hst,
·so gehe 'inGottesnamen I: Erinnerungen
an. den, Caltfon,iia Tra.il-;.John
Ar Sutter: and de.,n Goldmusch 18461849. Urich, Um.matVerfag, 2010. 761 pp. Cloth ..

This present German languag~ edition of the reminiscences. of the
nineteenth century Swiss American emigrant Heinrich Lienhard con1sists of a biographi-cal sketch of his Ufefrom 1822until 1846, followed
by .a transcription of hls personal jollflilalree.ounbin:ghis· life on the Californi~ Trail and his life in California betw~en 1846 and 1849. Then
follows· a second biographical sketch su.mmarlz.inghis :tetutn home to
Switzerland in January 1850 bis return to California. in Jum·e 1850,.hls
secQndreturn tQ Switzerland in 1851.-1854,and his fi'nal qefinitive emigratiQn With his farm.lyto America, where he tesided in Madison, Wi ,..
consin and Nauvoo, IJUnois.-He died in tlie latter ci{1 in 1'903; his life
was thus the quintessence of the Swiss•American. e.xpel'ience.
Heinrie-hU0.nhard was born on 19 Jantt~ry-, 18:22in the hamlet of
U-ssbiihln:earBilten~ Canton Glarus. Following the e~ample of several
of his eousins . be. first left s·wirae.rlandi111843 and emigrated to New
Switzerland, later Highland, in Illinois .. In .the s.p.rlngof 1846, while
werking in cashop in St~Louis, h€ met some old friends from Galena
Illinois, whh whom only a year before he had talked about e-n:tigrating
to California. They wer~ just preparing for that venture, and they p¢:tsuaded him to join them in thefr undertaking. He disembaxked from St.
Louis aboard-aMissouri steamer on April 26, 1'846..
The westward jout.ney of the~ Five German Boyst as Hetu.rich
Lienhard and llis four companions were called by the othet emigrants-.,
lasted _sixmonths and led them, fromSt. Louis-,Missouri to New Helvetia, also called Sutter"s Fort, in California a _settlement then under the governance of Lie.nhard's compatriot Johann Sutter. At Indian
Creek, Lienhard's party join~d a wagon train composed of additional
California bound emigrants ., and on the· first day of the journey, May
12, 1846, Lfonhard start~d a jonrnal, of which some parts were lo:St}
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The present work undeI review pFovidesa detailed tran:se,riptionof this
original journal recountiO!gin German this particular portion of Heinrich Lienh.atd~s IQetegrlnations
. in Amenc~ .as well as hi& first ,stayin
California and his employment at .Sutter's Fort up until the time o{ his
departu te ·from California jn May 1849.
•"111anuscrip-t
is a document of gt~.at hi~torioal
Heinrich LieJU1ari:l'S
and sociologkaJ value for three reasons .: First, 'it bas been charaGterized
as c'one of the three classical rep0rts of the great western migration of
1846.'i 2•ThiJ fact is all the moreimporta.nJin tbaUhis-pattictHar manuscript thus illuminates tbe tnentaHry0f the origll).alAnglo:-A.mericart
and
European settlers who emigrated to California before: the discovery of
gold in 1848.Agreat deal of historical research has b~eu d:evoted.to the
Gold Rush era of 184·8- 850, and the extraordinary am@unt of attention
given by -seholfl.fs t o this period ·astended to obfuscate the documents
pertaining to the migrations pdoi: tQ- 1&48. The Lienhard manuscript
consequently provides welcome insight buo the westward migrationsi of
the pre-Gold Rti,h era. It is nnw in.oreasmgly recogmzed not orily that
the legendary 49ets- and their ev.en rnore numerous_followers of 1850
comprised a disproportionate perce ntage of all the overlanders between
1840 and 1&60, but also th.a:tthey stood against the grain of tliose o'l/etlanders .in tnQtivation.Most came m>t to settle or build, but to plunder
and to return with their new fou.ad!wealth to their homes back in the
East. The Gold ltusb was thus an lntenuption of th~ traditional Westward Movement an aberra..tionand n:ota 'Climaticculrnination.3
Secondly, the Llenhard manns-cript prov ides a fascinating and insightful ey~witness account of the Calffornia Gold Rush of 1848-1849
and its eCJnsequences. When gold was discovered at C0loma~ California
John Pauf Yon 01Ueningen, ed. "Chapter n~An Early Mi~a_tionte New
Helvetiat The Swiss in the United States.C(v1adiso.n:
s,vissAmerfaan Historical Society,
I 940; reprint , San Ftanclseo: . R, and K ResearcchAssociates.~1970),,7:2..
2
Edw:inG. and Elisab.etli K. Gudcle, ed . and tran.w;.~•Preface;·Io From St. Lauis
'o Sutter )sFort by Heinrich Lienhard. {Norman:.Unfversity of Oklahoma Press, 1961)
.The other two am Ed.wm Bryan Cs What I Saw ili Califiimia (New York::"
D. AppletQn,
1848}, and J.Q. Timmtot.l'SOregon an,dCalifoXrila in 1848 (New YorlcHa:rper; 1849).
3
JacqueJioeSmi.tb.Flofild
_ay.."TheCalif9rniaGoldRush in My.th-andReality'' (Ph.D.
~ . Unlversiry10f Callfomia, Berkel~y,,195·9,, 2-13. Seeal.so:Jacqv,eline SmithHolliday
'The Califoroia O.old R!lsb Reconsi~dt" ir'IPrabing the American West.:,Papersfor .the
ianta Fe Conferer.u:e.,
ed. K. Ress Toole:,John Alexander CarrQll, RobertM.:Utley and
A~. Mortensen eqs. (SantaFe: Museumof New MexicoPress, 1962), J5-41'.
1
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near Sutter's fort on January 19., 1848-Heinclch.Lienhard's
birthdayhe was planting and tending a 1\eW garden of fruit trees, vineg, veg-etables and flower--sneat the ,Fort. Hewas to join the gold miners only in
August and, like others, in partnership with Sfitter .,,He saw with pain the
abandonment of good and virtuous habits and Wc.lj shocked by bow t he
perso:nalities·of }nscomrades wer~ deformed and ,degraded by the curse
of the .g,eed engendered by the notorious gold fe¥-eE.
· hese observations
eventually led him to make the decision to lea ye California for g:ood and
to resettle in the ~d.west.
Thirdly, Heinrich Lienhard 's manuscript repr.esents.a sensitive and
profound interpretation of the .culture of the native lndfans residing at
the time in California. A noted scholar o.nthe Western Indian question ,

Joun
Unruh, bas noted that .the Plains Indians.generally cooperated with
the American and Europeanemigrants from the East aitd freqmmtly provided ffiendilyand us~ful assistance to tbese emigrants on ·the trail: ~·1ndians had quickly recngnized the overland caravans as. the permanent
adv,ance of a civilization.whose pteviou record in Indian relationships
was depl:orabte_But even -so,the final outcome of th~ increasingly

rre-

quent interactio.n between the two •cultures was not inev itable ·.. Indian
and overlanders did not have to be juxtaposed ~ enemies loe:ked in
matt.al combat. In fa_ct:,most were not, even during ·the most. dang~rous
periods of overland travel, since firmness and cautio», together with a
t€admess . to treat the natives with friendliness and respect, genet.ally

elicited reciprncatio,p:.,4
Like . Unruh, Lienhard respected the mdig,enous people fr.om fbe
start as thetrue nattv:es of the land. Although his early comments are
not free trorn the typical e,thnocentric views of the whites ~ y:aduaTiy
dnring his stay InCalifornia his :perspective changed &nd became more
culumtlly ,sensitive, m.idhe developed what his great grandson John fl
Lienhard IV has described as· a ~'Faustian huager for understanding."5
During his stay at Mimal •oJi the Yuba Riv~i: in Califo:m.1a.,
when
be lived for six mQnthsin jsolation from white settlers..and.in Glosecon-

.,.John D, Onroh.,Jr. '({1e Plub1s Acro~s~· Thf! Ove~larrd Emigrants Q.nd the TransMississippi Wes,t,184'0-60(Urban:a:Univer-s.ityofll1inofa:Press,1979), 198,
5 John H. Lienhard IV, 1'Forwardt in New Worlds. to Seek•. Pioneer Hei'r!Ji
Gh
Lienhardiri SwitzerlandandAnwrica-"1824-184(5,rr"'°s.RaymondJ.Spahn(Carbondale
and Bdw.mrd&v
_ijle•1 Illinois; Sou.theo1l11in0isUniversity Pre s,. 2000), 'Xiv.
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taot with the indigenouspedples· of the surrounding villages, he began
to o.bservethe California Indians' daily life and marveledat their skill
in basketry,_hunting and fishing..He,often Joined tl1emin these pursuits•.
Hls observationsled him to ID1derstandthat these people had orgamzed
their style of life in creative symbiosis with th¢iJ!surroundings, that
their customs 2 though different, were ingenious, ,and that as~essfug.tbern
fi;om a culturally hi'ased Euroc;entrl'cvaltage point did 11otdo them justice. His growing understantling was extraordinary £or f1i__s
tif:nesand increasingly ran counter to the then dominant white views, wf1kb tended
to regard the WesternIndians with C:ontempt.
Thus, Heinrich Lienhard~-s manuscript represents . one of the' three
outstanding sympat!hetieinterpretations of the American Indian way of
life, written by Swi s Americans- the second being the descrip~iQn of
the Carolina Tuscatora written 'by the Baron de Gr~enried at the time
o-fthe foundation of New Bero in. 1710-1711, and the third being tb .
extremtly erudite and profo11ndstudy of the culture. of Southern Iroquoia, written .by &-oiessot Emeritus Leo Scheloert of the University of
lliinoi~ at Cfiicago, published in No\fember 2009 Io commemorate the
Terce~tenary 'OfNew ·Ben1.6
In 1949, a granddaughter sold Heinrkh L'enhard•&man:u's~ript to
the Ban.croftLibrary in Berkeley Californla, where it is accessib1ein
its original fonn ,as well as on microfilm..Yeti t l1ad~lready attraoted the
interest of people outside the immediate family in Lienhard t,s own lifetime. The first to deal with.the text was Kaspar Leemann~a friend from
Lienhard's days in Kilclrberg (1850-54)~ whose edition was . published
in 1Rg8in Zilrich a:r~print in 1900, However, Leemann's version contains many errors of transcti ption ~ substantial omissions c anges and
additions, so th:at the original . is often barely recognizable. Lienhar~
then approacWng hi.s eighties, wasdeeply dt.sappointed as notes in the
margins of his personal copy reveal.
In the United States the first partial ~dition ~prepared by Marguerite E. Wilbur, . was published in 1941 as A PioDeer at Sutter's Fort~
1846 -185.0: The Adventures of Hemrich Llenhard. Wilbur translated the

sections of the manns,cdpt relating to Li~hai:d 1s first stay in Califomial
Ii Leo S.ch~lbe.rt "The EnmesM1ent of Fi,ve Wor:lds
,_1710-11·13: The Making
of New Bern in S0utb~.rn It:oquoia;• Swi;ss American Hi-JtQricaJ Society Review 45
November 2009): 8--56.
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ex~luding bis trip to $w;itzeriand itrt 1,849. Generallly she followed. the
orfginal manuscript, yet often omitted episodes that in her ep inien, had
only slight hist~rk value . This process severe!yweakens~ pru-tiallyfalsi-fies the•text and ,al,s(i) seripus.1y damagesits authenticity.
In J 951 J. Roderic Koms- and Dale L. Morgan used Lienhard's ,
ott-iginaiI
text as a :Sourcein their research on the "Hasting-sCutoff' in
Utah, since Lienhard and his companions were ,among the first pioneers
to cross that section of the trail. In 1961 .Erwin G. and Elisabeth K.
Gudde .edited ,a tex tually accuratetranslation of the Liem.hards clescrlption Qf the California Trail under the title Fttoffl,.St_. Louis ta Sutter ,
Fort. FinallyJ John C ..Al)bott',s bo©kNew Wor,ldsto St!ek, published i1
the year2000, is a tt-anslation o(Lienhard's text about his youth and hi
years in Highland Ulinois.
Thus the pr,esent Christa Landert 2010 edition of He.inrich Lienhard~s manuscript is the· last in a iong series of publications generated
by this hi_stoticalwork. It is also·by far the most thorough,professiom:al
and erudite edition. of this important manuscript. The ~dert
.edition
includes a detailed lnt:toduetion with co:rnmentarle .on the genesis -oftbe
manuscript, it6 hist.oricalbaokground~d the previ0us edition&. There is
,also~ comp-rehensive,numerically anaugem S-ummaryof all the. events
in Heinrioh Lieultitrd~s li'fe-from his youth in Switzerland untrl his return to Switzerland on becember 31, 1850. The work concludes with
an index of all significant persons and historical figuresinvolved in the
history ~f the Am€ricamWesteni Migration, .and a :HM~pof the Emigran
Road'' is enclosed inside the back cover. The . author of this r~view rec
ontmends the, Lsdert edi_t10nwithout reservation to all serious Amer1

-eanist-sand genealogists ~
- Dwight Page

DepaTtJ'JUm
t of Foreign Languages
Bryan Coll--ege
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Valkyrie Re-Considered:
Hollywood, Historical Co01plexity,
and . Popular Culture
byAxel Fair-Schulzwith con.tributio.nsby]0hn Liquori

For several years no;wJ show my unjver&ityhi.st-01:y
students a picture
of Tom Cruise when introducing th.e German Resistance movement(s)
against the Nazi regime" lne¥itably I ask them how and why this ftullous
actor ended up in a German army uniform during Wnrld War IT After
some moments of confusion and la~ghte~~one or- two students usually
bring op the name of Stauffenberg, as they have either seen the movie
Valkyrie tb~mselves or at lea'St have heard about it a few years· ago.
The fac-tthat Tom Cruise plays Count Sta_qffenb~r_g,one of the key
figures in the military resistan.ce mov¢mentagainst Nazism, provokes
impottant qu~stions about the interaction lbetween the past the C(l)ilstructlon of memory, and contemporacy culture. Doej a popular treatment, such as a film, of an his.torical oceurtence automatically obscure,
any deeper and more analytical understanding of it? Can a Bloekbt:Jster
fi1m with a1Jthe ove,r..simpliifications and l.inutations that it. :tni,ght:entai1, still further historical understanding? The Stauffenberg story, and
'ts-portrayal by Tom Crui "e, provides a le.n"•,with which these questions
could be e~am.ined._It is a complex, multi-layerecl, and engaging story,
with myri:ad "onnections to· Switzerland.
The Hollywood~ov ·e Valkyrie capsed considera~le admiration as
well as controversy, especially ln Germany,even prior to its bo~-G>ffice
relellS~in Decembe .F2008. Many obsenvers lauded how the ca.st,i:tlcluding H&tars' 111<.eom Cruise and Kenneth.Branagh, was likely, t0 ·bring
broad international attention to the fact that not all Oerman.swere supporters of the Nazj regmie-and that some e'Ve.nlost their lives resisting
it such :as-the enigmatic Coionel Claus Schenck Coint von Stauffenberg
(the film's central character).. Yet others ., -includingCount Stauffenberg's
own son Berthold Maria S.chenek Count von ,Stauffenberg, were deeply
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concerned ab0ut how sensational and kitschy a Hollywood approueb
to the Stauffenberg st@ryeould be. 1 Berthold (the oldest of Claus von
Stauffenber-g,s five chMdren) was particularly upset about tlie in.v-0lv.ement of Hollywood sta.F'ifom Cruise. Cruise ., who plays the film's key
role, is also a veryprominent and active rttettlber of the Church of Scientology. In Gettn.any,,th~te has Jong been a controversy over whether
Scientology 1s a church or a cult - either way, with a dubiou s business
background~ ·ven that Stauffenberg has boon.:eitvated to _uear-sacred
status, in the public mernozyof reuni:fied Germany,having an American-lfollywood acte>Fand an active Scientologist impersonate him on
the big screen has sparked both disdain and a dialogue on the veracity
of Stauffenherg's 'near-sacred" significance. Ironically, one thing th_at
Holl)7WoQdportrayals and the sacred figuresof public memory have in
common however is the tendency for people ''s hopes and aspirations
to oalesce around tbem t Both the real Tom Cruise and the historic.al
Count Stauffenber~ eau easily be buried untlen~a:.th public expectations and spectacles , The danger with any film that aims at mass appeal
is :the sacrlfice of suhstance and deb-th. Thus, the skeptics were ooncemed about whether the historical Stauffenberg-might be re-created as
so .tb,ing of~ HollywooGIActiun hero, in~posed on a pseudo -'historkal
situation that meets present tastes and sensibilities. Such concerns . are
naturally, stoked by the marketing practices of Hollywood, as the main

Valkyrie-prorootiijnposter announces the Stauffenbe1'gfihn as, in bold
letters, "From: the Director of 'FlfE USVAL ttJSP ECTS and X-MEN _,,
Such nods to mass consumption might be. effective strategies for pront
gain but are less so in tfo~realm of critical acclaim. On the contrary,
aggressive:referencesto mass entertainment .isan impedimentt(:) being

takenseri0us1y by a more cultured

and sophisticated audience.
One, of the most original and unexpe.cted approachestegardmg
the que_st!ion of wbether an American actor andSciemologist like Tom
Cmi.s~, c~ultl portray Count Stauffenberg came from the pen of Frank
Schirrmacher ..Schirrmac_hex~
one of the editors of the prestigious Frank-.
furter Allgemeine Zeitung newspaper, started his essay on the appreprlatenes.s of usin,g Tom •COO$(.}
as. Stauffenberg with an intere -sting observation. How -can one, SGhinmacher asks:, fall for something like this?
« San of German gen.e-ralfears Cruise film c0uui hea-ome 'horrible kitsch. " i1,1
CBSN'EWS (24 June 2007), retrieved 10 November 2011.
1
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S1
How can such a brilliant, ebarming, charismatic,, and eonfidellt man
surre:n_cfgr
to su~h a sect! How can he participat6 in itheir i:tuals~ embrace the'il-:secren e doc;tcinest a.nUid~nfilywi'flhtbe:::ir
cell~ctl ve, seeking not onlJ s-pidtuaf but politiea:1power as weil 'l Even worse,, how can
he wox,shipthe founderoftms sect ·so .fervemtlyand in.tensity?Natui:ally,
tJ1ereader s of Schirrltiacfier~sessay immediatelyassume that lie ls, of
course, r~~tring tQ.Tom Cruise,,Sci~ntology,,mid Scien,tology's! 0under
Ron Hubba.rm.
Howevert at thjs point , Schirrma heFreveals that it i1s not
Cruise and Hubbard, b.€'is addressing, but instead Stauffenberg himself
and his idol Stefan George.
George ·one of the most enig.matic German poets, styli2:edhimself
as a phl1osopher-myst1€aJil
-<1
insisted on utter d.ev:otionfrom his follow~.
ers. A.ad while Sc;himnacherreminds ·us that t ere are of cow:se, lig r
years betwee.nGeorge's· ·ae,stliericand c@nceptual,~ontributions and
the mu•sings QIRon Huob.ard,it is nevertheless important to note lhat
George, too ~wouB.dbe very lcontroversial today) given the almost eult~
like secrec~ anrl intensityof the George circle.
Gc,Qrg~a-1
so·~oed
Stauffenber:g's.seJlse of lJelongin,g to ·an intellectn .al and eultur.al elite ~ a ·sort of spiritual aristocracy that would
authorize him to play a lea iog tale in Ger.manpolicies down th~ lioact
Neither Geotg1;
rnor Sta1.1ffenbe.t:g
supp.orte.dUberaldem0cracy. Their po,.
liti.ca[philosophy was shaped by pre-modem -sensibilities and!the ideal
0f a hig!hlystratified society of socio~ctdtural aad ec:onmn.icestates-,a
Stan¥iegese-llscbaft.Schirrmacher obserVes wryly "toda,ryS't.1luff
e:nt;,.erg
2
would 11otbe a1ibwedto p~y Stauffe.f.lbergi"
This illiberal and deeply e.onservat1ve {)tttlook,howe¥er, did :net lead
to affinities with Nazism,. Heither in tbe case of StauffenbeJ'gor Geotge.
Geor,g~, in fae:ti r~ject~a r~peated offers, by th~ Nazi reg1me, to use
him and i'n-strnmentalizehis fame for their purposes. He rebuffed :anJ
attempts. on part of the regime to ulblicalhycelebrate his :sixty--fifth
birtihda:y
. N~i prop.agandtaminister Joseph Goebbels invite'd George to
be.come th~ pr.e:s
id~ntof the newly-created Md h.ighiy influential .German Society for Poetry. But insteacl.,he [eft Nazi Gemnany fm exile ln
Switzerland where he died a few months later,,
2:

FFank. Schu :rc
macher q)ie unmo.gliche Mission: Cruise als ,Graf Y,an
"ffi
ranlefarwr AllgememeZe.ituhg (9July 2001), ~et>
--essedl3 November

Srauffenberg
ia
.~
20U.
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Hollywood 1s Valkyrte a.lludes to the oonnecnons bet ween Count
Stauffen'berg .and the esoteric Stefan George circle most 1p.Qignantly.during the scene in wliich S.tocuffenbergis executed. He dies with the.words
Long Live the Seeret Gera}(tny on his lips. It stand to eason that most
viewers either missed this reference al~gether or were mysttiied by it
as. the.film1doe_s:
rtot·flesh it out any further. This. is·a miised opporttntity
to elucidate and en~ge the highly-complex aestheti-G,philosophical

-andpolitical culture that shaped Ceunt Stauffenberg and many of his
fellow ionspirators. The notion of a Seer.etGerma~y, distinct from the
official one, has circulated in conservative ~ German, intellectual networks since the HJth eentury\While nototioo,s nationalist and even antl1

Semitic intellectuals Uke ·Paul de Lagarde and Julius Lan~behn have
refenmced it.,3'its influence went far beyond this sphere ~ intriguing German-Jewish thlnkers, such as the medieval historian EmstKantorowicz,
who became an admirer}.)nQ.confidant of St0fan George. Kantorowicz's
historical .soh"olarshipfocused on the medievalGerman iEmperorFrederick II., and bis treatment of tbe Emperor w-asvery much shaped by the
cultural sensibilitjes of
George .circle. Thus, Kanto1:0wiez oonceptualizes Frede~ck II in aesthetic ~a culnJtal tenns, as a politieal and
spiritual eader .of Germany . As a spiritual figure, "Empe,rorFredeFick U
became a reference point for a more profoundly-inward philosophical
and s-piritualaltematrve to the mundaRe; oatward existen ·ce of official
Germ~y, in its.myriad incarnations 6Vertbe e¢nturies. Fo.rruirously,
the
Sta1.tffenberg
family came to fit this tradition of the Secret Germany and
Bmp~ror Frede.rickII as an almost Messianic symboL Their full .given
name was, Schenck vonl .St.auffenbetg
,..as .Justin CartWriglitexplains in
his review of Valkyrie in the Guardian newspaper:

to~

[t)he Stauffenb~rg family had held the !titleof " Schenk ~"which meant
'lcup-bearer;-17
since the l3 th eentucy, ari honour bei towed on them by
the Hohenstaoiens ~ the leg½fldarymonarohiGal family of Swabia who
also ruled .Sicily in the Middle Ages. At the time of S.tauffenberg,.s
birth in 1907, his family was to be ft>ttJildat1\e Alt~s Scbloss iJi Stut~
tgart, in tbe service o.fth_eWurttemberg monarehy.Toe gtauffeubergs
were a family steeped in tr:adition., highly cultured, (ahd] hignly rean ·excellent introduction to .the cultC!Iral
and ru.storicalsignificance of Fa,
de Lagarde and Julius Larigl>ehn;
see Fritz Stero's The Politi cs of.Cul tural Despair: A
Study in.the Rise of the German ld:e0l0$Y· (Berkeley: Unlversityof Calif~mia Press
1974)
3 For
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garded~.-lt was hardly surprising that Stefan George welcomed these
good-lookin.g ,and ar·s:tocrattc brothers [not only Clau&but alsQhis
b otb~rs Berthold :andAlexaoder] into his cirofo.This ma¥ .in art ha;ve
been because of the homoeiroticelement in his moV:ement,but i was
also because the Stauff-enber;gsre resented evecything GeQrgefelt.hacl
be~n lo t in Germany ~the medieval greatness of the Hohenstaufen
1

FriEdricbll and tfie warrior qualities of the Teutonic Knights .. P0etry
was to lead the· wa,y back to greatness, and George w~s Germany1s
po~t~he and bjs disciples propagated the notion of a unique Germanness1Dentschtum, whiGh was ttaded baok to Friedrich ll. 4·

However Valkyriefoils to even hint at the e issll'eSand thus avoids
exploring what sort of a derman state might have emerged if Stauffenberg and his ~o-cnnspiratorrs had been sueces •sful, lnstead, the movie
.suggest$-that Stauffenl,erg's pcditical and cultural vdews were essentially identieal to what inanyWestf}rhershold today,,,when an Englisbs-peakin:g
1audience would hardly be aware 0f the. lore i:ov:otved-In that.
sense, Tom Cruise, who at times very much succeeds in making on~
believe that he indeed h.as became a kind 0f Stauffenberg, reverts into
an American action star because ne js playing t0 ati1~American~,· auili em.ce- who are not lbrought into the layered world of "'Teutonic"expectatiQ11.
The complexiti~ and the milieu of Stauffenberg remain . buriecl
under presentist concerns
This inability· of Valkyrie to transcend its' na_mre as an American
film with an eye towards box oftic.e sucoes comes into furtbe focus
when on~ considers the actors involved. While it is clear that the 'film
mmrs -s0ughtto enlist :major Hnllywoodnames into their film project
to draw more attention., one might wander why there were so many
Bntish actors. Pe,fhaps thls is because of the stereotype that American
viewers are somewhat eruu:r.i:ored
·WiJh what they consjder to be exotia
British Engli'sh accents~·German 0fficers speak.mgEnglish with O ford
accents Oligh create an atmosphere -0f pseudo-authenticity for some
North American movie goers· .simply because. British accents sound
vaguely". European' but are not so /oreig,:i.
, For those movie viewe.rs,

however, who are more familiar with Germ.aneulture and tbe sound of
Gennan accents, the pted,on;rinartceof the Queen's English-intonations
robs.the film of its ,attempts t0 orea,tea sen.seof cultural authenticity"
"Justin Cartwdght, Searer:Ger,;,any, The Guardian(9 January1009), aceessedon
15 November 2011.
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There are some German. aetors in. Val[0Jrie ~ foremost Thomas
Kretschmann (st arring as Major Otto Remer), Werner D}lehn (as Major
iEmstJohn v.onFreyend) anclWaldemar Kobus · (as WolfHeinrich Count
von HeUdorf). Yet they were teb,itively too few to. impact the overall
fee l of the film. Their very presence bo:wever, ".r~scue.sthe film from too
much potential cultural provincialism and ·enhances tb.e oppottunity for
Tom Cruise ie d~v·elop hi~ role as Staoffenberg in aspect. More German
acto s 'Would, in tum, have added to the atmosphere of the film.
Given the subject matter , V.alky-rie
had a uniqueopportunity to stand
out as a nillestone ftist-0ricalnarrative, having all ,of the ingredients:for a
thriller and educationaldrama.The l~rger-than-life l!'lotoonsisted.0fOermangenecals and other officials discontent with. the Nazi regime ,, who
piano~ to efuninate Hitler and dismantle the Na2iiwar effort Under the
leadership of Claus von Stauffeno.erg, played by Tom Cruise, these Germ~ generals otmulated a plot to kiMffitler and start Gennany anew:
their pfan of con.ltin.uity
of go\(em.ment post-Hitler w.astitled "Operatio&
Vallcyrie."
The reststance-gnoup"splan wasto ttickAdolfHider into s-tgning the very,document that would use hls own te.servearmy to maintail!l
orderafter his assassination. Then~ Stauffenberg was. tQ take detonators
(within pencils) into tb.e W0lfss..chtJ,nze~
Hitler'· Eastem.,,,
rront milit_a.ry
headquarters-during a meeting wjfu tb__e
Fuhrer and then set them off.
The tim~ req_l:liredfor the pencil detonators .to .explode was enough to .allow Stauffenberg to exit the Wolf,s_sahanze,
leavin_g Hitler to be k.ill&din
the explosion. To seal things~ S:tauffenoerg had conv,inced General Bell~'
who _controlled communications:, to -cut them ·off followin.g the
blast, Unfurtunately., as hist0ry attests, Hitler survived the discharge with

,oniJy.miner injuries~and the ~rttir~ plan was unsuccessful. 'Stauffenberg
.along with the other offi:cers wbo partkipated in HQperatio.nValkyrie ''
were arrested,tried for t:reason-tamde:iceeutedb~ .gun,fi ·e.
Given the Nazi tradition of Sippenhaft.~or kin liability, Claus . von
Stauffenberg's-wffe Nina, and their ehildren, we.re·in !gFave-dan,ger. Nina
von Stauffenberg was incarcerated ~ the Ravensbruck concentration
camp for w0men, clespitethe fact that she w~&p:teglilant. Het'own mo.th~r·Annawas taken there as well. The four older Stauffen_berg children
were sent to orphanages u11der new names , while Claus von Sfauffenberg's orother 'Berthold, as well as ,hl.su_ncl Nikolaus von Uxktill-Gyllenband, wete executed. The Nazi regime was deteanined to wipe out
the Stanffenbetg name.
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Nina von Stauffenberg gave birth to a daughter Konstanze at
the be.ginn,ingof 1945:.Both, as well as th,e oth~ fou(' children 1 sur,vi.v,ed the ,c@Jla:p:se
of Hitler's Germany ,and e~eatually settled in West
Germany. Konstanze as well as her older brother Franz Ludwig, sp.ent
considerable time in Switzerland afterthe war as Swis•s families offered to host children from the families tba were involved in the Joly
20, 1944 attempt to assassinate Hitler and thus carve a path for a re:newed Germany ..The Hirzel family of Zilrieh became a family friend
of the StaiJ1ffettbe:rgs
·, and Kot1sta.nze eventt1ally e,ro])roc¢d:Swiss citizenshiip after marriage and moved to Switzerland. A few years .ago,
she authored a biography of her :mother Nina, in whicl the. daughter
defends her mother ag~inst rbose,.who h.ave insinuat~d that Nina V(i)n
Stauffenberg was something of a trophy wife, rather ·''moody and indifferent.~,.-In w.1 interview with -swissi.nfo,Konstanze von Schulthess
,spells out the key argument .in her biography of her Ill.other:, '"'[:m]y

mother was fully aw~re of th~lnMol.vemenJof her 1husi>andClau:sV<im
Stauffenberg in the r,esistance to Bitler. She shared fils commitm~nt.
The. only thin that she didn~t know was that her husband would He
carrying out the attack himself. "s
In another-curious twist connecting the StauffeBbergs,Tom Graise,
,and S witzeilan.d, there is fhe· -case of Konstanze. von So ulthess 's son
Philipp. Philipp v.on Schulthess is a:Swiss-Germanactor who .actually
came ~0 participate in the film ab.outhis frunou~ grandfathe · Claus von
Stauffenbe'l'g .. fie ended up playing the fellow conspirator Fa:bian von
Sohlabrendorf, the aid to General Henning voo Trescki)w.In interviews,
Philipp von Sc;hulthess ernphasiz.eahow impres ed e was with the proifessionallsm, of Tom Cruise and his team and regretted that the German Memorial of the Resistance-did not allow the film crew to film .at
the original locations.6 The museom'":sditec:tot Peter Steinbach stmngly
opposed allowing Cruise to film there~dting rea.sonsof propriety and
dignity i:na :radJointerview}
.!'iM.athieu van:Berchem (~iVciu~with the legacy of Operation Valkynet •·swis.sinfo
(l April 20.1J) i aeeess.ed on Nove.mber 2.'2011.
•fiFrank Junghli_nel, ''lJ~s Bild descQroftva;t~r..&
~'; 'BerlinerZ!rl(u.ng
(18 A:ug11s1:i007),
.accessed on November 2.1, 20 If.
7
Liane von :Billerbeck:
~"Stembach ; Stauffeoberg-Darsrellun_g
dorch ToU1J
·Cruis~
zweifeihaft/' in Detttrcftlarulradio.
Kt1Jtur(1 July 2007), ac.ces'Sed o.n November 21,

2011.
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The · shortcomwgs. of this film like many historically-themed
films, inolude a myopic dramatizat ion and exaggeration.The two main
problems With the film are, fir,s~ that Cruis.-e~s character~ Snruffenberg,
is portrayed as the central hero . In reality however, ''Operadon Valkyrieu was a far more compllcat~ operation that bad been planned for
years ,. Secondly; Stauffenberg and the opposHion a_reglorified as the
' 'go od Genn~ns,"' who wanted to d@what was ri,ghtfor der.maruy
, Yet in
reality, the generals who plQtted to kill Hitler had more ·complex and dive:Iise.
_goals in mind;-they understood that the w~r effort was doomed
to failure, and naturally wanted to ensure dierr importance and high
rank in th~ ttew govemrttent following the inevitable end of Wn:rldWar
Il. Neither a straightforward Hollywood formula nor a public hunger for
unadulterated heroes is likely .to address the co:tnpiie-ateahuman cb'ama
surroundmg Stauffenberg and "Ope_rationValkyrie."
f viewers at-¢ interested in watching a similar film about an anti-N'azi res1stance movement, there is anintriguing film called Sophie
Sc!tvll: The Final Days..\\tth some parallels to Valkyrie~S0phie Scholl :
The Fi, al D(;£ysthe film explores the :final days, whi'.ch ·ai:e argtrably
the most interesting, of Sophie Seholl 's life.. She ha<ilbeen a leading
member @fa.univer:sity-stu-dent, antt~Nazi resistance ~ttntp-~Their m.is~ion. had be~n to create leaflets .calling for the Germans to take a stand
agains.tNaziharbarism ..Tneiractions werehighl;1 illegal and ·eventnally
en_dedwith their arrest :and days-lcmg interrog tions of Sophie Seholt
her brother Hans, another member ·of tlle onga.nizafion. The fil~ based
on Gestapo interrogations and the leaflets written and cllstriouted.
by the
White Rose, examine~ what they,did,how they got caught, and bow the
Nazis dealt with their opposi'tfon. Inaccuracieswith Sophie-Schall: The
Pinal Days are mirror ones. For example~ after the an:est of Hans and
Sop:ble 'Sc-hol
,l by the cusrodian,,the latter does not find Hans ripping 1,1p
the hand ..written leaflet. But, all in all, these are ntinor ·p0ints.

For those who are imteresteclin ia dramattzed ,~less..1cont-e1etualized,
military history of anti-Nazi resistance Valkyrie will surely do. Historical :accuracy cha1l~nge:s. film-makers with creating multi--dimen.sfonal
ohaurcters with contradie t1o.ns,.whose motivations are not always so
singularly heroic. Would a more nuanced dep:i.ction-wh.erein the title
character is flaw.e-d and mixed with "sdf-serving ,.,motives,.-be an acceptable approach either for a Hollywood "."blockb
uster'' (with an ''Alist~· princit)le actor) or for a revered figure in Germ.an history-wl10
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012

59

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 48 [2012], No. 1, Art. 10

Film .Review:Valkyrie Rewco11~idered

57

can b~ recast and ,exploited to help ·shrink collective -German guiW?
One wishes for more depth and complexity m the ValkyrieS:cript:that it
were more ttue to life-or at least more true to history. Whatevermixed
feelings a more accurate sorip)ting·of S tauffenberg would c:reae in t e
viewe_r-,the actual story is it~elf a sufficientlyfascinating phenomenon.
Within 'The Final Days there is an also interpretive focus- (on Sophie
Scholl 's piety), however her moti y.esare not as distorted..For those who
are interested lai a more social and l~yered history of the. "every,.,,
day
German_" (who risked their lives for a purpose)·, Sophie Schall: The Final Dttys is an enli_ghtenmg option in the arti _tic ,quest to portray h~roism .and non-complicit Gennans .in the age of Nazism.
Is it too much to e.xpecta commen;ial film, which by definition has
to focus~most of all OJ1 box-office s:ucce~s,, to be historically accurate?
Giventhe notoriously short attention span on the partof manype.ople, in
thtr internet and google-saturat~d world-, conveying historical complexities is increasingly difficult, and souad bites. resonate rnore, in the public
arena than systematic and Nustainedanalysis as in the adag~ "anecdote
trwmps fact/' However &1eedoteand fact need not be at odds-and that
is where the marufe&tcreatirity oJ an exrelient screenplay .is seriously
needed in contempoFacyeinema:. to oreateQ, riveting drama that is true to
life, whkn is always stranger-and often mQreinteresting-than fiction.
Whateverthe shorteomin_gs of film vensions of importanthistorical
occurrences, films with broad audiences still have the potential to func~
tion ,as-catalysts 'for a more nuanced engagement The renown B ritis-h
historian-. and expert on Nazi Germanyand WorldWarIl, Ian Ketshaw,
expressed thishopeGoncerningValkyrie in the influential Swiss newspaper Neue Zurich.erZcitung, Kershaw opined that it is. indeed. debatable,
whether Tom Cntlse\s performance fleshed out the historical ontplexities of:Stauffenberg sufficiently. Yet, even in Geonany, where audiences
are more familiar with the German Resistance·against the Nazi regime
the popular appeal of'foni Cruise .might lead itinto the field o vision of
a broader public. This :might be the case internationally even mote so,
inasmueh as many more people are likely to see a movie that stars major
HoNywood actors, becoming aware tl1atnot all Germans supported the
Nazi regime in the 19.30$ and 4:0s.8
1

1

lan Kershaw, 'Operation 'Wal~ ~-das and.ere GestcJlt OeutscJiland ·~ in
Neue Zitrie,.herZeitu,ic OnlinJ!(2 February 2009)~c1ccessed15·November2011.
8
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One can only hope tha:t thos.e who were ins_pired by Tom Cruise's
portrayal of Stauffenherg wftl avail thenisel'v:es of the ever-growing
body of serious !historic.alseholarsWp· on tbat subject matter.Chief
among those works are several monographs by Peter Hoffinann, a Ge·rman-Canadian Mstorian and mtematiooally recognized authority on
the resistan(re againstHitler . His rlie Histary of the Germ.anResistan<:e
19.33-1945 as well as his Stauffenberg: A Family, History, 1905~1944
are•classic tezts-fu the fieldt.combining deep learning,with an acc:es.sible
literary sty,le.
Naturally,. most works on Stauffenber-ghave com~ out of Gennany" The tnoral catastro;phe of the twelve-_yearNazi reign necessitated
a. .need to look for a. G~l'IllWl altetnal:ive to Hitler. Thus, the German
scholarly literature on the meaning of Count StautJenbergand the July
20, 1944 attempt o kill Hitler has evolved to 1nterad with the political

:culture of German,ysince the .end of World WaxIL In 1949, merely four
years after the colla,pse Qfthe Nazi regime, two German state·s came into
edstence. Both presented them:selv~s as democratic alternatives to the
authoritarian legacy of much of late 19th and early 20 th yentu:ryGerman
11ilistory.
The competition qf East and West Germanyover who was the
better German state coa1esc·ed around the question of which was most
anti-Nazi in i1lsorientaflon and traditions.Historians ewe to play a key
role io the identity formationof the two post-war German states- In the
ease of West Germany twd conservative ,scholars shaped the scholarly
and public peFceptionof the Getman .resistanee to Hitler. One was Gerhard · i'tter, a moderate nationalist~. and the other Ha:ns Rorbfols~ who
once upon a rime flirted with Nazism but ultimately hacl t9 leave Nazi
Germany due to his Jewish ancestry.
Gerhard Riner himself was involved.bi the conservative oompone.nt pf the German ResistanGe. He worked as ain adv!isorto Carl Goerdeler, who wa_sto bee.ome the leader of the new. German government
ifStauffenberg+s as'Sassi.nationattelllpt.ha,d be~n successful. Ritter, con-

to Goerdeler andStauff.enbe.rg,swvive.d the war, becoming OJl.e of
the most influential historians during the first two post war decades in
West Germany, }Us The Germ.an
Resistance: Carl Goerdelers Struggle
AgaiMt Tyrann;y1sstill very engagin .gand rev.eatsthe scope and limitartiansof the moderately oonservative discourse . on th¢ GermanResistance Ritter praises Goerdel-erand other conservative opponents· of the
Nazi r.egjme, while insisting that fu~ Germ.an Commnni,st Resistance,
tli'aty

1

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012

61

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 48 [2012], No. 1, Art. 10
Ft,lm Revie,W.'.Valkyrie Re.,considered·

59

such as the !famous
~',.RedOtch.estran ,group of .Arvid Hamack(a_n ~ononust) -an,dRarey Schulze-E3oysen(a :Gean.an.M F _ ce Lieutenant)~
were ttaito:rsto Germany. 'vr:bey were. frmikly in the serv10e of the enemy.'The.ynot o:mlysought to .induGeGerman .soldiers to desert.out they
bettayed! millurty secrets· ,and so destreY,ed_Ger.mart t..c:oQps.
They .~re,
in fact traitors and :09t mtirey aec~rcllng to the letter of the Jaw."9 Rittet
eonld ll(i)t forgt~e the ilted Qn:hestra's ,, collaboration wifh the Soviet
Union,. d'espite the faot that the information furnished by Harnack and
S~h,uhe-)3oysensped up the n,j]jf$9y defeat ~f Nazi Qerm~y, a_ w,elll a&
'ii:svery own release from prison.
RQthfels, whose· Jewish 'OOGestryforced him to emilgrate, to the•
J nited States despirte his Gen:n.annationalistic utlook, alsQestablished
hml~elfasa tJlijjOriitiistorianin post-warWest Genoany. Like N.liltwr,
he
honors the.pers.onal eour.a:ge
and saodtice 0°fthe ,o@n~rvati ve pp.os1t1on
to Nazism and eelebr.ates especirally their sense of elitii"'.smand oci.o.•]n doing ,so, he very mu~hi~ea:JizootJre
cttltu.ralprivilege and e.KClusion
traditionsof the military a:dstocracy..Rot'fi_fels
:' The Getman,OppQs.iti:iJ
to Hitler-:An Apprai&:al
was penned in tire late 940s. and serted fire
eristence 0f an "'homorable~;oonserva ive uesistance while Io@kingat
ie:ft-Wmg. opponetlts @:f
Nazism Will miich tn:Q.rest"epticism$d btJsfility.

'Fhe East German clisaourse on ~he nah.u:eand.the meaning of the
Resistancemovement around Counit Sitauffi_nterg . as lso polanzea.
Ra .ber than th-eW¢stGerman -foeus on the c.onservati've'Opposition,.
East German historians emphasiziedthe. contributions of ma1nly Cb-mmuar.istresistance fighters against.Naz.ism~While orig_inally co~ing
lb.e role of Stauffenb~g an.dmsConserva:lliv~
associates~East G~r.rn~
historians argl!ledthat the officers . ,against Hitler ' did not disagree with
Germ.an militarism and expansionism per se· but rather adv,0catoo a
nrore effectiv:efb.un of Imperialism•.In essence, so tlt~ guments We"nt~
Stauffen:'be g and hts friends . went along with Hitler while ite seemed
to be winning the war and only decided to jump snip when Germany's
military defeat aRpe:aredin.es~na_blei Ti.hisratbJ~r,gene1;ala:nd undi ~rentiated p.evspective was eventua11yrep1laced by mo~ nuanced scholarship ince tbe 1960s,. Especially Kurt Finker, a history professor in
1

Oe.diartiRitter, Tire CJ,mnanRes.is.Janee
.: Cart Goe1cdder'sStruggle Agains1
Tyranny (N.ewYork:,Rred~riokA. Praeger; iublishers) 1958) 46,,.47.
9
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East Germany's Potsd~, . contributed to this development. Starting
with his Stauffenberg biagtaphy, Stauffenberg ~nd der 20. Juli 1944,
Fin.kerauthored many weU.-researched andjudiciously-arguedbooks;on
t.heOermanresistrance1including a monograph on another military antiHitler conspbator, Helmuth Co®{ yon Moltke .1'0 Among Finker 1s finest
works stands his comprehensive post-Germanr;eunific~tion hist-off of
the July 20, 1944.,attempt to kill Hitler. In this b.ook, Finker prov1d~s a
derailed overvie~ of the various comp0n:ents of the resistance, ranging
ftommiUtary offtc.ers.to.politicians amt civil seliVahtsall the w,a,yto the
theologians and churGhofficials, as' well as tlu>sewho advocated for a
democratic sociwsrtl. I l
Finally there are sever,al.intriguing mQre jounalistic hist-orie-s of
Stauffenberg and his. fellow consptrators. Among the most articulat~
and well-researched ortes are Christian C0unt von Krockow's Stauffenbetg biography, t:2 as, well M Marion CouJJ.tess
· :vonDijnboff's v-0lume
of recollections,on those o'f her friends who-were involved with fue.assassination attempt. 13 One key strength of both Countess Donhoft and
Count Krockow 's books lies in their authors-' intimate familiarity with
the old German atlstocratic milieu and sensibility.
Last but not least are the less scholatly and more lite rary treaJments of Stauffenberg and his c-irele. Already in 1946 ,,the East German
wnter and ess.ayis.tStephan Hennlin penned ·a e0mpelling !short story
titled Der Leutnant Y0rek van Wartenburg. Inspired by Count Stauffe nberg,.,tbe figure of Yorck von Wartenbarg is a conservative German officer and aristocrat who is being hanged for his r(lle in trying to kill Hitler.
While slowly suffocating to death on the gallows Yorck von Warrenbur.g/C())\lillt
Stauffenberg.dreams of beil!lgrescued by Red Army soldiers
a_:n
_d _spirited away to MoscQW. In Moscow the conservati¥e German
aristocrat anclthe governing ·Communistsforgean aJ1ianc.e against Hit1

9

Gerhard Ritter, The Germqn Q..e~stanqe·: C4rl Goerl/.el-er's Stn fggle Aga-fn-sr

Tyranny(;NewYork:Frederi o.kA. Praeger,Publishers f958) 46-47.
lll

Kurt Pinker. Graf Moltke and der Kreisaue.r Kreis (Berlin: Union Verlag

1918).
11Kun

Pinker. Der 20. Jul.i1944: Militiirpu:tschoder ·Revoluti:onJ? {Berlin; Di~t~

Viei1.ag,
1994).
12

Christ!iln Grafvon Krockow, Eine'Frage·der Elu:-e':.Sta,_uf!enber-g
und da:-SHitlerAtttmtat vom 20. Juli 1944 (Berlin: Rowolhlt Verlag , 2002).

rnMarion

Grannvoo Do.Db.off,'Um

Freonde vom20. Juli 1944,

de;r Eh.re willen\ Erinnerungeo and die

(Berlin: Siedler Verlag 1994) .
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ler . Eventually. , Wartenburg/Stauffenberg briefly reg.ains consciousness
before finally dying and he realize&that this German-Soviet/eonse:rvati '9e-Socialist alliance was a nQble dream that could not be. Hennlin,
who spend partof the Nazi years in Swiss exile., bimscttf came from an
upper-dass family and w@rkedf@r a broad allianee of cultured people
from both the Left and the Right . His short story compares well with
Hans Magnus En~ensbergees recent biography/novel of General Kurt
vou Hannnerstein Who came from an old military aristocratic family
and .eventually turned against HiVler
.14 Several of General von Hantrner~t~in's children ended up joining th~ Gonununist.party, partially iDspir.ed.
by their father~s sense of independence and anti~Fascism.This curiou5"
and intriguing book is based on both archival research ~d iroagina6.:Vepost-mortem interviews w'·th.key characters including General von
1:lamme1pteinhimself. In doing so, . Enzensberger reminds us tbat history is not on1y something that historians discover tbrbu_ghpainstaking
r:esearoh;but something tba_tis interpretivefy o.reated and indeed imag-

inedas well.
On.e ean only hope that viewers-of th~ film Valkyrie will take Ian
Ker~haw's admonitibn to heart and let themselves be inspired by Tom
Cruise -'s incamation ([f Clal!fsvon Stauffenberg-in order to move. beyond rhe Hollywood movie and engage the ·serious Iitei:ature on the
enigmatic Cot.mt Stauffenberg . and his. cirde. Jf this is indeed the case,
then Tom Cruise will b-"-ve
lent a service to our human quest for hist~rical understanding.
- State l}nivttsity ·o/ New York at Potsdam
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FORTY-EIGHTHSAHSANNUALMEETING
SWISS-AMERICANWSTORICALSOCIETY
Friends' Meeting House
Fourth an_dArch Street
Philadelphia Pennsylvania

SATURDAY,OGfOBER 8. 2011
PROGRAM

9:00 a.m.

Arrival and mformal gathering.., Coffee, Rolls

9:30 am.

Business Meeting

Noon

Lll1ilcheon

1:1)0pm.

Dr. Robert Sb~wood : «swiss Soccer"

1:30 p.m.

Ms_.'Sue Sodomin:'' An futerpretationof Clara Barton'
Break, Coffee

2:30 p.m.

Hans Wyss: -~ToeFilm 'FlyiDg Ho-1ne~
with -discussion

4:30 p.tn.

Departure
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FORTY-EIGHTHSAHSANNUALMEETING
SATURDAY,OCTOBER8, 20U

AGENDA
1. Welcome and:Call to Order
2..Approval of the Minutes of the 47 th Annual Meeting of October 9,
2010
3. President's Report: Fred Gillespie

4. Elections: Board of Advisors, Class of 2011-2014: Hmie Tbarston
5. Membership Report: Ernie Th1rrston

6. Tr_e;iSQrer
ls Report. HeinzBachmann
7 ~ Publications; Professors·H. Dwight Page, Leo Scbelbert
8. Report on SAHS- Switzerland: Fred Jenny

9,.Proposed Budget for 2012-: Fred Oillespie
10. New Business

11.Next Annual Meeting
12. Adjournment
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.2~Reports
Minutesof the 48th Annual Meeting,October8, 2011
The meeting was called to order fuyPre,sident Fred Gillespie at 9:3QAM.

1.

President Gillespie asked attendees to fotroduce themselves
TIIe Minutes of last year's Annual Meeting wer e approved unanimously

2.

3.
President"sReport ..Fr~ Grlle;spie informed the meeting that being .ap ..
pointed the President ·of $e Swiss American Hi'storioalS-ocie'tYwas the gr~est
honor of bis life. Pte "i.dentGillespie then asked that everyone reme01ber _Albert
Gallatin, a Swiss politician who helped frame ·the United States go\\:ernment.
President. Gill~.spiethen asked Dwight Page, a North Carolinian wbo , has al~o
been much horlored by Ws own appointment as Eciltor-in-ch.iefQf th Swiss
American Historical Secie:tyRev.iew.,to !$aya few words about the recent Tercentennial Celebration of De~mber 10-ll, 201'0 at New Bern;North Carolina,
which Dr. Page :co-directed with Heura
Bachmann , then ·President of the SAHS
Society - At the PhilaclelpJifa meetingi extra ,copie$ of th~ Swiss Attteric-a:nHistorical Sooiety :special New Bem Tercenlf.nnia Re~v-lew were_made available
Baebmann, who generausJy edited this i_ssue
thmugh the kil:rdn~ss·of Dr. Hein1z:
with the assistance of DJJ.Leo Schelbert. these copi~ were available ·to anyone
..
who wanted -rhe.m.
Pr. Pageproceeded to report with enthusiasm on. th~ event. He 1eported that
aiere wu a very ,e1egantbuffet reuptioo and · _upper at the New Bern Conv.ention Center Hot el on the eyening of Friday December 10th, 2010. th~ supper
was lmnor~d'by th~ ptosence of Kaye Williaros, Directress of the Tcyon Palao~·
Cornmf"sion, m1dWilda Thomas, the .seventh g_reat•granddaughtetof tbe Barnn

le Or,affenried,founder of New B¢ro.in September,. 1710.

Dr.. hge :tnrther explained that the sympo ium of S.atu:rday
llt'h.,
1 Decentber
2001 at the North Caroliha History Center was well attended. Society members
md guests had the Qpporturutytomeetsevel'all descendants of the or~ginal Swiss
nd Palatine CQloni'sts .of New Bern ~Md everyone enjoy~ a-eoilvivialSatu:r!

lay

lunch at various restaurant'8"inthe environs of the Centt}r.
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In addition, Society memfuer~ftom all over the Carolinas and the United States
came to the speci'al New Bern meeting .. Citiz~s of C~ven and neiighhori:ng
Jones Counties·andottter·eastern counties bf North Cwolina also attended. Dr ..
Page further reported that bis :special SAHS Ter-centennfaleommemomti ive
event culminated with a grand historic even1ng holiday event at nearby Tty-on
Palace, one of the world ..s most are.hltecturally perfectbuildmgs and former
residence of the royal govet ncrr of the British province of North CatoUna. The
·patape and .grounds were illuminated by Gandlefight~and Society members and
guests enjoyed a great v}1rietyQfbrilliant mediev~ Chti~$
p~rforman~amazingjtrgilets ,, clowns, contortionists, magicians-ill tents escpeciallyset nI5
for the occasion.
While waiting in line to tour the illuminated interior of Tryon Pala,c~. Socjety
members and their guests enjoyed Chris .tmas catols. snng by locai New Bern
olmrdh ,groups ~wlrile the town-crier in eighteenth_century costume strolled the
PalaJ;egrounds announcing the latest.news of 1'170~ th~ date of tbe completion
<:>f
tlie construction of the Palace . Once inside the·Palac;e, Society members and
tbeh-guO.Sts
toured the ilbuninated r.0oms,watched performances ·oi the elegant
minu~t in the Palace ballroom and were Fegaled with tales of colonial British
New Bern told by witty actors and actresses in sumptuous ~ighteenth cennrry
peaod dress. Many partic1pantsreported that they felt as though they hacl been
tran~ported

m.a time machine

back to tfie h-aleyon days .of the British Empire .

Finally, Dr. Page ended his remarks by stating that the Ttyon Palate Christmas
festivitie'sconcluded witb the most beautiful and speetacular fireworks.ru's{>l3¥
be bad eVet s~en, di~pl_ayedabove the back P·aiace lawn and over the Trent
Rivet and vie-wed oy thousands of overjoyed spectators. In conclus ion 1 Dr.
Page. expressedhis ho,pe that, given the extraordiJ.w
:cy sticcess and beauty of
th.isevent fJJldgiven the profound safi faction of 'a]l partidpants , the Soeiety
WD.uldsponsor this historic c.om:memorativeevent in New'Be;-11
once every ten
years,,so.fa othe words next in the year 2020.
Afte r Dr. P~ge;s address, P,residentGillespie stated that the first order of busi-

ness was to change the by-laws of the SAHS tomak~ possible tltat th~ vice
presidents . of SAHS in Switze land may coatmue iih that position. Th:e current
by-laws state at the pn~sident and vice pres:ident of the Society may ·only
serve two telJ1il&Tfus issue bad already been addi:e,sse4 la.st year. T1m new
pwposal would ·allow the vice president in Switze r land to serve more than six
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years. Speclticall~\ the last sentence of Artiole VI S:ectt:e>n
1 was amendedto
read '·' Presicl~nli&
may not succeed lhemse1ves 1lilOr~ than pnce . i In other wo,r.dsi
the rnfic.ecof Vlee-President was .mmoved from the senteno~.
Frtc.lJenny was l'.l@nnn~ted
·~ the VicePresident of the SAHSin Switzed~d .
He was ap_p
tr(i)vedunMimQ·pslr,.

Albert Winkler was nominated as the recordin,gse0retary of the SAHlS
". Be,wa:s
~pi,pt-ed

ij_na.nhnously#

Finall y, Presidettt Gilfosp1etelephonedlnr..Leo SGhelbertin order to Gc:mgratu
""
late him ~n roo~vmg the Heinz K. Mei~r A.war.di
for his long and d~dfGated

&€>rvie~
t-oour soci~tY.

4l.

.Elections. Ernest Thur_ston announced the names of the .board of advis<lrs

of the SAHS.

5. Membe.rshipReport. Ernest Thurston reported that the So&ietvpres~ntJy has 248 memb0Fs.
6.
Treasurre:r's
Report..Heinz Bachmann pres.ented the RepOO!t
which was
accepteduna:nimous1y
,

7.
Publi~tfons :~ DwJght Page, as. Editor-in-Chief of the Swiss h,el' ·an
Hi:Storical Society Review·, gave a report ·on the Re.vie;wand stated that all issues
are pl®Dedt()liough February l013. Dr. Page,also

gave,Olerep<!n'.it
on the SABS
So~t:y~s hooks~ries~as Dr. Leo ScheJben~the S:ro!SSociety book editor, wa
unable to attend the Philadelphia meettng.

Report on S'AB.SSwitze.rla:nd.
,fr~d J&nnyt 'V1€e,President oflb.eSAH!S
:.
Switzerland, gave th~ annual .r-~port
of the Siwiss. Chapter, providing details1
cone.em.mg
the· excttrsion·of .'my 9th ., 201 l ~organ.iied byhimself. to visi:t the·
Trubs0lraoh€11area ofthe , Emmentat Stweral m~mb~rs of th-eSABS . inelud-·
ing P;resi.d~t Freel'GiJlespie 'were in attencl_ance anclweie mos~ ·filvoral:>ty
impressed .by the e\1,
enn.
8,.

9.

Proposed Budg~t for 2012., Tir~ budget was ~ppro-v~a un.anhnous ly.
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lO. New Business.A p.ropos~lwas made to· aP{>Ofuta book Feview editor
who would o:v;ersee
,plaG:ingsh0rt bookrevi ws iiwthe Review. S.tlas to hrorease
the variety 0f and publi.c inter~st i'n the R~ iew:.f e p1':0PP-~al
W38-approved'
uuamrt1{1)USly
. Dr , Robert SheJ\\voodwas nominate.clas the book review editor.
H~ w,as;acteeptedunarmnously. 'Tbereior~ the Editorial Beard of the Review
will now include Monika B"aobDlann:Nicole Butz, Dwight Pa,ge-, Loo S¢he1.btt1'4Albert Wfntle.t\;and.Robert Sh~rw@od
as b0dk :newiew
editor . BrianW&ges
_se11t1lllofif-et
"to tiheSoeiecyt-od~ publicity w,otk. He wouldlocate the addresses
of history -d~pttrlm.ents
of the v-a1:lowi
co:Jleges,and.uni"ver--sities
in the U.S..and
would ,send.eacll of them flyeirsmging faculty and students to join the Su~iety.
T!J,iss wic~ w@uldbe fi:e¢t(l)the Society.His gen.erousoffer was acc~ptetifbut
he w.ould be considered ex officio and would b.e given no·title for bis work.

The .question,o:ra ie:gtonal:ineetingof the Soei.e.t:ywa.sdisGuss~d
; CalHooo_or
Chicago-were proposed ,as meet1n_gplaces, but ther.e w,as;
.some ·concernthat fe.w
~oul'd ,attendthese m.eefin
.gs, and the ideawas oo.t accepted.

Ar .:rt:WIJ1tler d,ist6buted

new flyers adv.ert1smgtbe S<i:>ciet}'.He urged the
members ,to. make copies of tb..es.e~y~r~ ot:to ,0teate their·own and tB. distribute
em to anvone potentiallv interested in joining tlie Society.
RaTildy;
.Qamer showedthe:SA.HS'Web Pages. Albert Winkletsaid that he would
·,continue to oversee the web site. Randy Gameralso discussed the possibility of
treating a Fa~eok ac~unt- for tire SQciety.No dec~iorr was made-.

Finall.:y,Alben. Wmfder propo~ed that the Society a.oeept1t'.fie,offer made l>y
the EBSCO uom.pany tq post Gopl~s of the Review on ifts aeade1D1celectronic
.dat-ahi!S..e$.
The Society would b~ paid a sinaHfe~ fpr 8!llPwfagthe Revit1wto
be posted. The idea was 1approved, but Fred Gillespie suggested that BBSCO
1

,answera few moreqlilestions
..
Spt!c;igJNa•ttJ by the ll,4itoT:
Since ·lill,ePhiladelphiameetirtgin October; ZOl1;.
lfegoriatfons with .the E:BSCO eor;porationhave o.een finalized and a formal
'bwiines.s,contraot 'has been made between the EBSCO c0rporation and fhe
Swiss American Historl~~l So~iety.
U.
N~xtAnnual Meeting..The ned Annu.al Meetifig will be lteld on Octo ber 13, 1012fo New Y-otlc,,
New York, possiibly'at the Swis.s U ,:N,Mission ..
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Adjournment~The meeting was adjoumed a~ noon.
St4hmittedby Albert Win'kler>
Recording Secretary

B. Pre:sident's,Repo~t
In this report I wonJd like to1~ummarize for the readership the remarks wbi¢b E,
as Pr-esid.ent of the Swiss American Historical Society, made duting the annual
natiomµ meeting ait the Friends" Meeting HQuse ,in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
on October 8~ lOl 1. First, everyo_ne was welcomed and introduced themselve , l began my acl.dr,e~rs
by rematking th':lt b~ing the President of the Swtis.s
Atne,rican Historical Society was the greatest bettor of my life-. I then gave a
summary of my a,c:tivitiesduring the past tweliVemonths during my tlrst ye~

of office.
There was, fur example.;a book launch in New York City for Westwards.SAHS
Memb .ers Margot Amman Durrer, Rosa S~hu-pbach and I (,representing my
mo.ther, Elleu Camey). we.re on the panel to discuss tlle book anti field 1questions from the audience. We noted with sorrow th~ passing of Dr. Dutter. In
March; 2011 he had returned · to Ne:w York City in ortler to ·a:ttend!a leotw:e ,on
Alben Gallatin, A.m~rica•s S·wiss founding father, that was delivered by Nicbolas Dungan. SAHS was a sp©nor1ng organization to.the.event. 2011 marks the
250th annii.ver ary of Gallatin's birth and itis importa:ot that we commemorate
the birth, of tbis influential and disd.nguisbed Swiss American citizen.
I then asked Dr. Dwight Page, .Editor-in-Chief of the-Swiss American Hrstorl~
(;-a)Society Review, to report on the special SAHS meeting in New·B€rn, N'orth
Carolina on 'De~ber
1Oth-11th, W 10. Dr. Page c.o~directed this .important
meeting in collaboration with Dr. Heinz Bm;hmann, the then President of th.e
Swiss American Historical Society. and we are deeply grateful for Dr. Bachmatl.Q:"'s
.efforts in_:thtsregard.

Mer Dr. Page-~saddress on New Bern I myself'rnpOTtedonmy own:attendance
of t.be annual sumru.er meeting of the SAHS in Switzerland . On July 9th, 2011,
I personally attend..ed this annual soeial event in Switzerland. It was superbly
organized by Fred Jenny1au.dwe are deeply grateful to Mr~Jenny for his efforts
in thi regard. I encourage all members of the SAHS to attend these fine annual
summereven.ts in Switzerland .
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l further annf>uncrecl
tluit member~ wer~ e~ou ·~ to ~spon!dv;ia eroail to th_~
irtv4tationa1Jgtter annonneing the oonu'al general meeting. Mast re.sp<'.>ndei:s
did
respondvia,emafL This shouid.redt19e- .future m:ailmgexpens6s. F:redfanny noteJf
tnJit onlysix members
ofthe s.wi~scb:aptel
i'Wef~.D0t usif g ema
il.
finally,.we telephoned Profess<
:>.rLeo SGhelbett,.Eoitor R'.meritu.sof'tbe SAHS
Relli"ew, in.oider 1.0, congr_awlat~
hin:ton receivi.ng!theHeinz K. Meier Awarci.foF
bi_s lQn:g~d declic&t~serviceto onr soe-ie
n,.,.The award read:

f~Qnthis day Octo ·

s~'2-011.the .SwisKAmerican

Historie.a.lSaci~cy he.reby.
c~nfers ·qpon PrQf,e
_ssot Leo ScbeJbert the ~'Heinz K ~Mei~rAwa.rd'~for bis tong,,
distin_gnished md devoted serviceand soll0larsmp.Withol!ltLeo's deoad.es:'long
efforts, many SAHS publications would not have been possible.'
_;,r

C~Electio~: Boardof Advisors,Class of 2011-2.0.14
by Bnzie Thurston

Classo 2009-Z0U
Su6an Keller
Dwight Page

JohnKenneth Scbelbert

D~v.id Sutton
FranzvonAu

Classof 2010.-2013

M(lciann
e BW!.
kbard
Donalo Hilty

Diana Larl~goitia

Utsp~ter Schelbert
Donald Tritt

Classof 201.1.
..:
2014
Randall Garner
Karl Niederer

'Fr&nzil1-0nman.n

'BJ.sbethReimann
Paula Sherman
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n.MembetshipReport
by Emi.e Tlmrston,MembershipSecretary

SAHS has 248 current members~~l % mcrease over.ctke245 reporr_edla_st year at
·this time. Wewelcome two new LIFE m~mbersthis year Herrn Riobard Blatte r:
of Sohafibau~en~ .Switzerland,and Mt. R(i)bertRonusQf Los Angeles,'California.
We are sad to report the ®aths of three long--timemembets, Dr.McJ.rgotAmmann
Dw:rer,of New York -a member sinoe 1988 and of the Board of Du·ectors;Mt.
N'alterJ . P~ycr,,of Jllinois, 111embersince l 991; and I-lerrn_Dr. Niklaus E Schiess ,,
,f Basel .Swi.tzerland,member since 1967. ,
CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPEAND COUNTRY J
MembershrpType U.SJCa:nada SwiJzerlQ;nd/Other
Regular ($50/yr.)
116.
27
143

0
blstitution ($75/yr.) 15
Life M~mbers
41
Complimentary
28.
200
Student ($25~yr,)

0

~Total

0

1

22

6

47

-8.
48

_16

248

MEMBERSIDP CHANGES, 10/01/2010 TO 09{3012011

245

Members as0f 10/01120IO
Plus: New MembersEnrolled

11
Plus:-Former M€-mber (not "Cuuent" last year) who have Rejomed 0
Les_s: Dropped by Request or Dece:as~
-5
Less: D;ropp~dft>rNon-Paymentof DuesCurrent Members 09/30 12011
24·8
i

BREAKDOWN OP CURRENT MEMBERSHIP

BYCOUNTRYAND STATE:

AK.,. ... . . , ... , . . 1

HI ········

· ·•·• 't l

CA ............

IA .. ....•.

. .....

. 15

2

CT . . . ,.. . .•. ; .. , .. 2·

IL .... . •• . . , ... 17·

DC . . .. •.

1N .. ... . . •... .• . .... 2

. ....

"'.6 ,

DE . ..... ... ...... -.3

KS ..............

PL . .. , . .......

. .. 4

KY ... . ,. . . . ,_.,,.. , ._1

.• , . .. , . .. .3

LA .... . , .• , .. . . . 5

GA .....
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MA ....

. .......

. .2

·RJ . • .. . •.•. , . ..• 1

&
ME . . . .. . , .. . . .... 1

MI . . •. . •.. .. .. .• . 1
MN . •• ...........
5•

SC . ~ . "· . . . ... . ~ . . . 6
SD .
i .•••••
• 2
TN ., .... ....... . . 4
·Tx ........
.. . .. . . 3

MO .. ~ .. , .. •. . . , . I

UT ,. .. .• ~· . . ... . . .. . 2

MS.

... . .. . . . . ,, .. 1

YA . . . . ••. .. . . . .. 7

MT . •. .. ... . .. . ... l

VT ··• •.c• • ···· ··· ·2

NC . . .. . .... •... . , 8

WA , .. .• • , . ~ . .• . .,. 2

MD .. .. ... ". .

¥ •

••

¥

•.

•

•

••.

NH ., . , ·.. .. .. . . . .. 1

WI . . . . . .. . . ... l(j

NJ . . . . . , . •• . ... 6

WV .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 2
BC, CANADA ... ,. 1
ONT , CANADA . . . 2
QB, CANADA . ... 1
SWITZERLAND .. 48

NV ... ,.., ... .. .. ... 2

NY · ·~·· ···,.· · ··26
O:H . . .• . . .. •. , .• . 8
OR , ,•••• ....

PA ......

. ....

1

... ... . . 14

E~Treasurer's Report
by Heinz Bachm.Q11Jt
, ·Treasurer
1. Cons0lidated Accounts ($)
Income ,

Annual Due s . . . .. . .. ....

.. .......

• 9 ;904

D0nations inct.lif.e-ntembership • .. . ; . 3 188

Book sales

.. • . . .. . . . . , .. . . . .... .., . 144

Miscefraneous •• ........
.. . . .... .. .. 182
In terest . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . , 480

Capital Appreciation . . . . . . . . .. .• . .• . - 427
iot,alInCQom. .. .. , " . . , .. .• ....... 13,471
Exp~nse
Meetings 1Events)'"•. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.,201
Donations. . . . . . .. ~ . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . . . 1,285

Administration/ Pos~ge
. .. .. . ... . .... .. 484
Publications
,
·
.. . . . . . .... . . , . ~ . , ... 11,344

1

Netof:participants"contrUmtion
.s
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Misc .ell~eous
, .,.. . . . .......
Total Expellditnre
Ne~~sult
. . . ... . . , ...•
Balances

. . ~ . . . . ,. .. . .. , . . 121.2
15 ,44l

-. . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . • . , ... -1/}10

Openi:n.g
,Balance, Oot. l, 2010

. . .... . . .. . . . . .. 80 J44

Closing:.Sala000t
Sept. sot20ll
•• , ., ••• ,_,...• , ,.18.m
N~t.Re__sult
, •• , .... • . ~ , . • . ~ . . • . • • . • • . • . • . . • . • - l $70
2. Balance Sheet

United.Smtes($)'
CLOSING BALANOO '(as of Sept 30, 2011)

Checking
F~t Bank & Trost of Evanston
Savings

. • . ,.. , • .,.. , 17-,009.001

Vanguard S'l'AR Fund
. . ... • . .... . ... .• . . 45,922J8
Teta1Cheoking/8.avings, • , .... .,•.. " , ... . . " ... 6.3,,5'
3L18'

Recent~x.peJlditures
awaitingpay,nent

...

#'

,

•

•

~~

T(jtal.Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. ~74 .93
OPENlNG BALANCE{as of Oot.[ 2010) . , . .. • 67 $9~29

Net Change duringFY 2009'A2010. . . . .. ... . . - 4,320.36

&witzedandGSFr.)
lzy Fred Jen:n,~Viee Prerident- Switie rland
1

PQ$tFimmceVereinskonto
,Clt,sing Balance (as of Sept. 301.
, 2011) , . , •. ;,. ._;13,499:.,;5
Openmg Ba.lance,fas of Od. l, 2010) .... .
l l ,3B3AO
Net Changedunng FY20Wfi20U ,. ••• , ,. .,• ,. ,. ,. .,1 ..116.15
(2 ;;,;,l .13)
i

«

•••

Overallnet change duringFY2010/2011 . . .. . . - 1~969..23

i:

Incl. l'nteme.tfees.
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F. Publications
L

:Reportof the SAHS BMk Editor

At the .SAHS annual meetin ,g of 2009 it was decided to publish as the next
SA8S ibooka bjogaphy of the natural scientist Atnold Henri Guyot (1'8071884), to be wri~n by Professor Philip Wilson of Pennsylvania State•Univerity. Professor Wilson h.asnot yet been able to·:complete.bis ,study bat it might
bere .ady bymid-2012.
j

First, in its p1ace I propose a vote that the SAHS. rustribute to its members for
annum 2011 the book of Ellen Camey, Prom Here to There. An Illustrated
Memoir of a Swis.:sChildhoQd. Motg3Iit-own Pennsylvania; Mastbof Press,
2006. It is ij beautiful memoir that will also make a nice Christmas gift.
Secon~ in case Professor Wilson i~ book should nQt be· ready by next year, I
propose a vote that the following projett be selected as next year's J?rojeotas
the

SASS book.for 2013/2014, otberwfse,asthe next SAHS book publi~tion:

Susann Bosshard-Kalin und Leo Schelhert, eds.
Taking Measure'!Fifteen Accounts of Twetttieth Ce.ntwJ}Sw.fssAl!lerim;n.M~u
Part One~
Seven Autobiographzcal Sketch~s edited by Leo S.chelbett
Part Two:.
Eight J'nterviewPortrais'by Susann B0sshard~Kalin
The book1 of which Part One is complete, PruttTwo to be done in 2012, w.ould
be a sequel to, the book Westward:Encounter-swrth Swis$ Ammcf:m Women in
order·to feature,the experienoeof 20th c~nturySwiS:simmigrants.to the United
States.

Respectfully submitted by
uo Schelbert
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Report of the Editor of the SARSRevlew

As the Editor-in-Chief of the SAHS Review\ I ;vouldlike to preview f.o.ryou

some of the upcoming is-su~sof our Review. Leo ScbeJhertwillprepare a special November 2011 issue which will deal with the ,actMties in Am.enc~of
the-Swiss American Union Officer, Andreas Hanselmann during ,the American
Civil War. This is~ue will also give Hanselmann 's personal observations of
life in old Califumia during the post-Civil.War period, This parti~ular i_ssue
wrnt;hu_s make an important contribution to sc · olarshlp -0onceming b.otb tlie
Ameri~n Civil War and the European colonization.of the American Far W-est.
In this sense, tais issue complements . beautifully another famoQs an ysis of
the AmerfoanWest written b-ya Swiss American traveler and coloni st, Iteirui.c
Lienhar;d'.. The latest edition of the latt«' Li,e,uhardmemoirs, edite.d by Christ~
Landert, i& in. fact reviewed in our present f?ebruary l012 issue, Thus both the
Nowember 2011 issue of the SAHS Revtew, dealing with the life of Andreas
Hanselmann, ,and the latest German edition of the Lienhard memoirs, reNiew¢d
in this present issue , should be on the ·shelves .of all seriousAmetkanists ·. B th
texts and editions.provide inva:luablenew insights· into the culture and men1al-·
ii)' otnineteenth century Victorian America and will be of great. benefit to all
prQfessors and,students of Amtrican .bistory.

Another up.coming issµe of gr.eat Importance will be the June 2012 special issue, dealing with the life of the early eighteenth century Swiss entrepreneur
and coloJJizer of America, Johann Rudolf Oc;hs.This special iS:suewill be prepared by the eminent Oo. s and Franz Ludwig Michelscholar, Andreas Mielke,
of King of Prussia, Pennsylvania ~-The. readership will be most impressed by
rbis work of exttaotdi:narily irnpec.cable scholai:shlp and importance~ wliich
will most cenainly receive greatpr-aise from schol~s everywhere. Trhisissue is
a true gem of sch9laisbip which wfllbe,ajewel in th~crown of tbeSAHS".
Finally, our February2013 bsue wffi be prepared by our new'hook review editor, Robert Sherwood-. We are certain that"thls fatter issue will likewise be of
e-xeelle11tacademic qtJ,,ality andof ,great pubilo interest. We all look forward to
this issue to be prepared by tnis young and brilHant·s.cholar.

Respectfully submitted by
Dwight Page
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G.'R~or it on SAHS-Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice Pre~den.t (Switzerlawi)
Dear Members .of the SwissAmeriGanWstnrical .SOci~ty
~
I am pleased to attend once a~
·cal Sooie'tr,..,

today's AOM rrf lhe Swiss :AmericanHis.t@"ri-

I c: 'B.g{Ull
;report tbat the Sw1s6'Chapter is doing relatively well. At tb~ en.d of
the SAHS ye,ar2010--2011~ we-had 418roember,s;one lllore than last yeat ..One
senior lll$'lllberunfortunately passed away, and another ooe is oo longer inter~:sted; pne membe1;c.oupJetrans-fetred fr.qm, America to Switz~rland, and Qn~
Sw.issjoined the Swiss Chaple1 asca fife member. The Swiss Chapter therefore
contimms· to reJ?re&eJilt
~pro:mn.ately 20 pe11Gent
.of the t0tal SAAS member,shio.. All dues were paid.
Oa July 9 ,.1 orgwnzed again an Annual Social Event of the Swiss Chapter. This
tmre tn th~'Jtubs(}t1aonen 'area of the Emt®ntaJ . In addi!ti:@n
to the Swiss Ghapt~,r mem~ers.
SAHS members itl the l.)mt~ Statesw(ere also invited.~
me usw1lups and d@wns,me attendanoe amounted .to l 5 per,son&,th.Feeof them
fr@mthe United States,.tbiistim,e, metudingour new Prestdent Fred .Gillespie .
From Trubschach~n•~a tms brQu_gb·u~ to F~use1.1
aQd11'.P
' to Hinter Ifutten
wber~ an Anabaptist Hide-01'.lt(1':inforv~ste:cKJwa_Sused to hide Anabapti$ts
wllo ::s.uu
yearsa,go,,wer.e:netaecepted partietwmy oy the Canton ofBem. With

an

warm weather and sun.shine,we had-wines~onee'Ses.etc.,outsi'de this large farm
house. Re:gurnFankhauser is. liv.mg tbere witmher family . Sb~ is a vesy deaicated lady. daogltter of a pastor in Basel. She 'gav.eo:s a tour ot tile bide~ut1 of
¢ourse ill EngliSh. After :retunu.ngby bus to Trubsehacnen~ w:e·enjoyed drinks
and~ long joy0us moc;heon n;i
Vf!'IY nice)y decouited •scbwi .ngersturnf
(wrestlers' room) of the IGasthau&tl~ten'. l'bese. ev~nts.-c0ow a ttaditfonwmGontinueto be on my ptogriam, but again hQf)efuilyWlth a lat,ger participa-.
tion, b>othfrom Europe and the United States .,- I have not yet ·decided where
our next meeting in the SA.HSyear 201l-l0l2 wiUtak~place-b-ut I do.have
.an ldett w.beEe
jt couldbe. ,.

m~

My Annual FinancialReport of the Swiss Chapter for the SAHS year 201 0;n~inresQ.lts:
Z.011shows tlle following1il
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., D~es amounted to CHF 2 ;260 .00. This represents ~ life memberships,
six in tituti,QnalJ,Tiemberships,28 indivi.dualmembership and :eightcmnplimentary memberships. Note that, therefore,.o_nly 3-6of48 metnbers-or75
p~roont of themi--are paymg uues.

• Admini~t.rative.~xpens~s. They ru:e mall this year. Having been ¥ery busy,
I was •too late tt> charge my adntloistrative expenses mtime to ·reimburse
them via the Postal Account. These e~penses
will therefore be included in
the accounts of 2Ul1~2012.
• The annualaccounts therefore ended with a beaefice of CHF 259~90.
Por the SAHS year 2011-2012 I pledg~d a budget support of USD 3 000 .00 to
SAHS U.S.A.. or USO 11000 mote th.auin the past years. This is only possible
because of th~ dt.astfo loss of the doUar~svalue particu.larlyagainst the Swiss

franc.
In v~ous

ways, I continue to tey t0 keep the .Swiss Ch~pter fi.nanoes heailtby,

l have al.rreadyone coopleaddjtiol!).al
as ~
on.ember effective October
l. 11'1pefully't there. W!illbe more during this SAHS year 2Wll-2012. As mentioned in
my la t annual report:- thls is a thorny task, not only i'n America. but ,a,l~oin
Switzerland.
Sho'J.lldanyone have questions, please do not hesit:ate to ask me~
Thank you for your kind ,auen.tion.

Fred.Jenny
Vice Pre,sident(Switzerland)
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Swiss Americ.an Historieal Sodeq, Oct0ber 8, 2011
Exp~nditure$Proje1:Jed,.
2011 to 2012
Annual Meeting,
Eqnipm~t

r~nt~l

ParozPrize

SAHSReview
t~

$

l00.00
[,000.00
6.000 .00

iswes; .includes postagl}and handling)

BQeltof the Year
- 250 t::opies(cunent numberof members
l)luS a few; extra):
.. Distribution
P.ostage: for 3 letters to ·the general meni.bersbip

Mj$cellaneous

3 875.00

1~000 .0
215.00

+ 400 .00

- internet fee, SAHS pamphlety publicity
$12,600.00

l ,.Next Annual Me.eting / AdJoomment
The neiXtAnnucJlM~eting .~f ·~h~Swiss American Historical Society is schedule« for Saturday ~Dctober 13 2012 ,_in New York, New York.
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SAHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Nam~-----------~--------Address:-----------~-------~City: -------------------~
Phone: ____________________

_

Email:---------------~----D~es:

_ ImlividUal$50..00per year
~ In titotion $75 .00 per y,ear
_ Student $25.QOperyear
_ Lifo Membership $500.00
Make ch.eok payable to: SAHS

Mail this form, with your ~heck to:
Ernest Thui:stonMembership Secretary
65 Town Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28804.

Email:· Eswisst@gmail.com (mailto:Esw·ssT@gmai.Lcom}
Membership fo the S'.wiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Each year members will receiv,e three copies of the S:w-iss.
A.»zerie,art
Historic-al:Society Review; a personal copy of ea.ch book published b_y
the Society, and an invitation to atten<!lthe national meeting of the SocietyJheld consecutively in Philadelphia, New York,an__d
Wa~shington,
D .C" At these annual meetings~ members will have the opportunity to
meet fellow Swiss, Americans , and sel1olai:sin the fields of Swiss and
Smss American studies and intemadona 1l relatio.ns.They may also, es..
tablish new friend_ships and professional :relationships.
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